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DEC AR ATIONE 


j Intollerable wrongs done to 


RICHARD BOOTHBY, 


Merchant of India, by two lewd ſervants 
to the honorable Eft India Company, 


Richard Whyide, and George Þ age. 
As alſo a Remonſtrance of the partiall, ingratefull and 
unjuſt proceeds of the India Court at home, againſt , 
che ſaid RICHARD BOOTHBY. 


In vindication of his good iname (neyer yet juſtly ſtained) yet - 
now of late for certain years had in unjuft ſcandall and defa- | 


mation,by malignant adverſaries,who are and will be aſha» 
med to verifie their malice and wicked cenfure againit 


him, in any judicious Court of Equity : 

Wich Petition to his mcſt gracious Majeſty King Charles, and the 
molt right Honorable high Court of Parliament for juſtice 
and relicfe tohim and his, thereby utterly ruined in 
worldly eſtate, by ſuch unſupportable 
wrongs and cruell oppreſfions. 


* He that juſt:ficth the wicked, and he that condemneth the juſt, even the 

both are abomination unto the Lord, Proy. 17. 15+ 
Dr Baily int bus Pradiſe of Piety. 

In all cauſes judge aright;for thou ſhalt be ſureto find a righteous 
Jadge,before whom thou ſhalt ſhortly appear to be Judged thy 
ſelf: at which time thou mayſt leave to thy friends this for 

thine Doors 
Nuper eram Judex, nunc judicit ante Tribunal : 
Subſiſtens paves, judicor ipſe modo. 


June Io. 1.6 2 4: 
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SSSSEISREISIIIABEEAS 
TO THE RIGHT HONO- 


rable the Lords and Commons aſſembled in the moſt 
Right Honorable high Court at Parliament. 
The bumble Petition of Richard Boothby, Aderchant. 
Moſt humbly ſheweth, 
>9A gael inſupportable wrongs ſuftained (as in this preſent 
a declaration in print,exhibited to every particular 
E Member of both Houſes of Parliament,and moſt ſub* 
/ © miſlively beggeth your Hon:favours(even for the ten” 
d der mercics of God in Chriſt Jeſus )to pity &compaſh* 
onatethe miſerable and diſtreſſed eſtate of your poor impotent 
Petitioner,and all his (a wife and five children) by affording him 
Juſtice in the cauſes mentioned in this preſent narration,and ſuch 
Juſtice (and noother he beggeth for) as may ſtand with the glory 
of God,the good conſtruftion of the wholſome laws of this King- 
dom,and the honour of his Majelty King Charles, and the right 


| honorable high Court of Parliament, whichchough he be daun» 


ted with exceeding great fears(as Heſter)to preſent his Petition in 
that moſt right honorable Court, not having your honors golden 
Scepter of grace held out unto him, yet his cauſe being in great 
meaſurelike hers (neceſſitated to the preſeryation of her ſelfe and 
nation, as his for himſelf and family) he is forced to put on her 
reſolution, 1f T periſh, T periſh. Fiat voluntas Dez. Tune 10. 1644. 
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To theright Honorable, (the Honorable) the right Worſhipfull, 
(the Worſhipfull;&c.) the Generality of the honorable 
Eaſt Indiz Corporation. 


Al me to trouble your Honours,ec. with this rude Epiſtle: The 

8 \© one 18 an ardent deſite T have not only to expreſſe my endee* 

red affe(tion to the honourable Society , but alſo my wits 

lingneſſe (though uninvited, in coming » counſel before I am —_ pre - 
A 3 (umn 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

fuming of your gracious pardon ifnet good acceptance) to manifeſt or make 
known unto you what my weak capacity þ concervetb behoovefull for the 
welfare and indemnity of the hmonrable Company of India Mer= 
chants in their right worthy famous ation of Commerce. The other 5 for 
indication of my good name, never yet Juſtly tainted) by declaration, of 
the intellerable wrongs which TI Richard Boothby a: honeſt poor mens 
berof the India Company, and yonr truſly ſervant, hath undergone both in 
India,by lewd,malicious, tyrannicall, fraudulent, jugling fellow-ſervants ; 
and alſo at home, by partiall, injuſt, ingratefull unconſcionable, corrupt Gs 
wernours,and timeſerving Committees in the India Courts. 

For your incouragements in that worthy ation of Commerce, be pleaſed 
zo conceive charitably and friendly of the opinion, or rather aſſured knows 
ledge of a weak wnintelligent Merchant, that the trade to and from India, 
e& from port to port in the ſeverall places of India,and other Kingdoms neer 
adjacent 34 the moſt bopefull, beneficzall of any part of the world ; wherein by 
Gods bleſſing, a competency (if not a ſuperfluity) in eſtate is to be attained 
xuto withſmall ſtock, in 4, 5, 6, or 7 yeares time; which 3 or 4times ſo 
many yeares ſpent in other Countries, will not ſo ſuddenly ſupply with far 
greater ſtock. The danger of the trade by ſea,eſpecially in thoſe oriental parts, 
5 ſmall, taking the opportunity and ſeaſon of the yeare in the time of the fa= 
wourable manſons, or trading winds,the ſeas ſo calm and pleaſant,that from 
India to Perſia, Bantum, Mocco, Madagaſcar, Mauritius, and 
#her parts, the ſhips commonly tow their long Boats, Skiffes, and Barges at 
their Stern to and again ; and by a voyage in three, foure, or five moneths 
3ime too and again, there may be gained, 30,40,50,00, 80. and 100, per 
cent. profit, and more in ſeverall ſorts of commodities , according to the 

Judgement and diſcretion of the intelligent Merchant , in making choyce 
of big commodity, and attaining it at the beſt hand. 

Hereof I will not much inſiſt, having more at large aiſcourſed thereof in 
arude pampblet tending to incouragements to plant in Madagaſcar (which 
perhaps may hereafter come ont in print) where I could wiſh my ſelfe and fa- 
mily ſecierely (with others my Countreymen) ſeated in that moſt famons, 
Pleaſant, wholſome , fruirfull Iſland, as T ſuppoſe, tranſcending all others 
zn the world, if my weak purſe and decrepit unable boay for travell, would 

it, * : 

The other cauſe moving meto this occaſion for vindication of my good 
28me, in manifeſtation of my wrongs, will be ſuperfluow to inſiſt upon > 
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2Ins Epiſi'e, for that the preſent declaration thereof bereunto avnexed, will 
more at large demonſtrate the ſame. 

Be pleaſed, right honourable, &-c. conrteouſly to accept the admoniſh= 
ments & aduertiſements of an unintelligent Mer:hani(eſpecially in matters 
that are not within hu linegor beyond the reach of but apprehenſion ) yet in 
ſome things may peradventure jay more by induſtrious obſervation and afe 
feFionate duty to your Honours Corporations its welfare and indemnity, 
then others (it may be) either can or will. 

Ta the firſt place it were good at your generall Courts ( eſpecially at the 
eleftion of your Governour, Deputy, Committees and Officers,) nt to be ah= 
ſent tolend your votes in«hbuſ#':9 fitting perſons thereuntog men fearing.God, 
and hating covetouſ1eſſe ( for by your abjence and ſmall appearance of late at 
ſuch times, the time-ſerving Gvernour and Committees, are better fitted to 
band togethergto continue in their places,or to eleft new, ſuch men as they 
either know or preſume will be for their accommodation the one to the other, 
7n their own privat ends.) And if at ſuch eleft;ion ſome piows Divine ſpend 
an hour, or leſſe, in god!y exhortations in a Sermon, to perſwade to upright 
dealing between all parties,as well in the differences between the Court and 
thcirſervants,or their ſervants one againſt another,as for their fidelity and 
znduſtry in managing the main affairs, or J1ynt flock of the Company.It may + 
»ot perhaps be accounted or found an irkſome,needleſs,or impertinent matter 
20 ſpend an honres time in ſuch buſineſſes z nor yet a ſuperfluons charge, to 
gratifie a worthy Atiniſter for his pains therein : For ſurely, the partiali= 
29, injuſtice, uncharitableneſſe , and ingratitude of thoſe Courts, have 
wrought much wrong and oppreſſion to their beſt _— ſervants, and 
canſed conivance at their maſt wicked, lewd, fraudulent, and worſt deſer- 
wing ſervants, being blinded with their heaps of ill-gotten goods, by bribe= 
ry, and bopes $0 match ſuch it-deſerving men in mariiage #0 their daugh= 
ters. 

Þ the next place Ttbink it not amiſſe to putt youin mind, that charge 
be given to thoſe Courts,to make choyce of their India ſervants, men of gaod 
repute and credit in life and converſation,as well as of men of ability and 
underſtanding to manage their affairs, and that no lewd, debanched, ill- 
livers, prodigallamthrifiy perſons, prophane ſwearers, drunkards, and laf* 
civious perſons, of which ſort too many have been entertained, by favour 
and friendſhip in Court, even of their own ſonneskindred or friends, and ly 
letters from great men #0 pleaſure them, ( ſent out as the phraſe bath = for 

acrifice, 


. 
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ſacrifice, or by ſuch voy ages toreclaimthem, which #t rather the next way to 
thruſt ſuch perſons into the Devils mouth, and to make them ten times 
worfe then ere they were before) which turneth to the diſponour of God, the 
prejudice of the honourable Company, and their own ſouls hazard, counte= 
nazccd by example of ſuperionrs there, given to all exceſſe of ryot, and de 
lighting to make others children of Belial as themſelves. | 
Thirdly, it were better in my weak judgement; to make plain downright 
eccord and covenant with their ſervants concerning private trade, rather 
then by indirelt conniving thereat , to covenant with them for leſſe ſalary, 
which they regard not in any compariſon to their benefit by privat trading, 
(though they enter into large bonds to the contrary z which they know the 
Court never hath put in ſ#it, nor ever wilt, as not effeFtuall by the lawes of 
the Land) which 4 as diffi:ult a thing to reclaim in their ſervants, as for a 
bhungred ſtarved Cookto-dreſſe curious dainty viands for agreat Feaſt, and 
be bound under great penalty, not ſo much as to lick hu fingers. But other 
plain covenants and agreements may be deviſed to the better contentment 
and uccommodation of their ſervants and themſelyes, (as my ſelf hath here= 
zofore demonſtrated my opinion more at large in the particalars to the India 
Court, which were t00 large to relate in an Epiſtle. 
Fourthly,why ſhould it not be as eaſie and facile a matter to thens at home 
to make choyce of their Preſident and Comncell in India, as to make choyce of 
ſucceeding Captains, Maſters of Ships, and Commanders at Sex by occaſi= 
on of mortality : And in my opinion the ſame courſe they take in the one,may 
& well be obſerved inthe other; and not to leave the choyce of ſucceeding pla= 
ces of eminency in India, to their ſervants own choyce, where greatneſſe of 
power, hopes of favour and privat reſpetts, will cauſe ſervants to vote one 
for another, though t0 the great prejudice of their Honorable Imployers, and 
the ruine of honeſt men in India,who are conſcionable in their duties to God 
and to their Maſters, whereby much diſaſter hath befallen in the Companies 
affaires, by the juglings and defraudments of deceitfull perſons in chiefeſt 
places ofeminency » and intolerable yprongs done even to their equals , for 
not running the ſame conrſe, or not conniving thereat, as this plain Declara= 
tion will in part manifeſt. And its worthy the conſideration of the Hons= 
rable Company, to endevour its reformation. For a wicked Preſident, and 
bu packed main part of Councell,can eaſily in India make malicious ſbew of 
eat crimes fained to be committed, againſt an honeſt man,and to arraigne 
im, condemne him t» priſon, ſuſpend the ſalary, and ſbip him home a delins 
32 quent, 
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gnent, before ever he make bi purgation to the Corrt at home, andſo be and 
alt bis are in poſſibility to be ruined unjuſtly. For it 1 10 ſmall matter of mo« 
ment, conſidering the nultitude of dangerous diſaſters that depend thereon, 
whereof for feare of diſcouragement to any undertaker in thoſe adventurous 
imployments, I forbeare the relation, which I could manifeſt of dangerous 
conſequence both at Seq and La, for a man tomake a long dangerous vy= 
ape to India,and yer” 64 cauſe to be diſmiſſed from his fair fortunes to 
ſeeke redreſſe in partiall unjuſt India Conrts at home, where corrupt Go= 
vernors and Courts when they have vated the innocency of the party a'uſed, 
and promiſed reſtitution of wrongs, ſhall yet unconſcionahly for by reſþe(tr, 
recall their former votes, and plead in the defence of the malignant parties. 
Irs not for the accommnd tion of the honorable altion of commerce to queſti= | 
on the Preſidents power and authority, but rather to defend it, (though nc« 
ver ſo wicked 2 tyrant;) nor for the honour of India Courts to be curions In 
quiſutors into the P reſidents ations, (be they never ſo impi»us, fraudulent, 
or oppreſifull.) And jo long «s ſuch corrupt Courts at home are not reformed, 
zt were better for an honeſt man ſo abuſed,to hang himſelfe (were it nat for 
thedsnger of bu ſou'e ) then to undergo ſuch wicked cenſures at home. In 
thoſe Indis eleGions it 19 good to mike choyce of pioms Miniſters , both for 
refidency in Indiz, and aboord your Shipping. The choyce of lewd men of 
that worthy funtion, hath done much hurt among your ſervants by their c= 
vill example, ſurpaſſing others in thoſe lewd conſuming ſunnes of ſoule, body, 
and eſtate, Alea, Vina, Venus : Some of which have diſhonored Godtheir 
nation and profeſſion in a high degree,and made 10 conſcience to leave their 
ſpurious baſtards in India, to be bred up in Payzaniſme, and at ripe yeares 
to be had in eſteem in regard of their whiteneſſe, by a lewd Chriſtian bawd, 
to make a common harlot of. 

Fifthly, it ſeems ſtrange to me, that a government in India by a Preſi- 
dent and Councell, ſponld be eſtabliſhed by a privat Commiſſion never ſeen 
to any in my time (or before or ſince) but to the Preſident himſelfe, who un- 
der colour of that power and authority, rules as a Tyrant, according to bis 
azn wicked difpofition, Hoc volo, hoc jubeo; which whoſoever foal que- 
ron, #4 in dangeripſo fafto to be arraigned for his life as a traytor or 
enutiner : who having by uſurpation crept into the place of Preſidency,naket 
choyce of three more of CounceR,whom he Nun which he proudly calleth 
cis Councell,) like ambitious Cardinal Wolfey (Ego 8& Rex meus) 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
of Belial ft for bis purpoſe : then inregard of buy dauble woyce, he carries aff 
conſultations or alis of Court which. way he pleaſeth, againſt the other 

2x00, and they alſo muſt in the end of neceſſity comply, or elſe their own ruine 

feall ſportly be effeed. Therefore in my ſimple opinion , it were more juſt, 

that leſſer power were in the Pre ſident, and more in the Councell (as Theare 

3t 14 ſince lately ſomewhat amended in that point, upon my complaint aud a= 

buje done unto me by ſuch Wylde government. And me thinks it were not 

amiſſe that the Preſidents and Conncels Commiſſion, were at leaſt once 8 

yeare read at a publick Aſſembly, both to Merchants and Sea-men, that all 
men may know how to render due obedience to ſuperiors, nor the ſuperiors 
20 Lord it too nucch over their inferiors. And alſo why ſhould not hereto be 

added good Lawes and Ordinances for direFions on both ſides, hoy to be» 
bave themſelves in their duties to God, their loyalty to their Soveraigne, the 

welfare of their honorable imployers, and or” es tranquillity, and love 
one towards another ; which I leave to your Honours and orſpips conſide= 
rations. 

T may not let paſſe one thing, which T conceive hath been a curſe to your 
worthy defigne, and cauſed no ſmall diſaſter to betide to the Honorable all;- 
on of Commerce, and that #4 a crying ſinne of parents, wives, children and 
friends of your deceaſed and dead ſervants in India, by abwſtve wrong done 
#0 the eftates of the defunt three ſeverall wayes : The firſt 1 in regard of their 
b:uds and covenants formally yeelded unto, which never any have kept, nor 
ever any will obſerve: and becauſe they will ke? cloſe their privat trade with 
#ll the ſecreſie they can, they never keep Merchant-like accounts for fear of 
being ſeized upon by ſome maliciow, tyrannous, or malevolent Preſident, or 
others in lanthority , ifithey chance to do or ſay any thing that difleaſeth 
them, ſo tbat in ftead of formall fair accounts, "hep Aepe their rechonings in 
Jooſe papers in their pockets, or hid zn fome private place , which at the end 
of every voyage out and home to any Port in India, they lacerate and dij- 
member in peeces , truſting in their Banjan Brokers to be maſters of their 
I, oorkar 1 or keepers of their goods and moneys. And if any of theſe ſer« 
wants die, (being loath to commat truft to their own conntrey-men,) the 
Banjan defrands their Executors of all or greateſt part of their eſtates, and 
ſoperhaps if they traſt ſome ſuppoſed friend their Countrey-men, they do 
the like ; or elſe wanting time inthair extremity of fickneſſe, cannot give 
their friend true information : And if they dey peradventure the Banjan 
nd the ſnppoſed friend agree together and divide the eſtate into ſpares be» 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
tween them. The ſccond 1.that if the Preſident, or ſome gnthorized by him, 
fendont any eſtate of the dece.1ſed, the good are fold at an out=cry, and the 
moneys brought into the Companies Caſh, for the benefit of the Executors. 
But the abwſe therein ts inſupportable z as formerly in India Courts at 
home. For two or three, or more, will covenant together to buy them at n= 
der=rates , either by felling them by the lump in great parcels, that the 
meaner Merchant hath not mens to pay for them; or if divided, the grea» 
ter 4nd more able perſons will threaten the m:derlings to fit on their Shirts 
or to doe theme ſome miſchiefs if by bidding a higher price then they , they 
ſeek to buy thens ont of their hands: And thu I have ſeen with my own 
eyes (with griefe,) but being 2 priſoner, could not prevent the miſchiefe to 
the defunft, which otherwiſe I would have endeavoured to have remedied. 
The third a'uſe to the deceaſed ſervants eſtate, us ated by the Court Come 
mittees at home , and that 4 by defrauding the Executors of the deceaſed = 
of the benefit of the exchange for their moneys brought into the Caſb in In» (/ cp 
dia , which in my time was double money at hame : for if any man bought 
of the deceaſedreſtate in Indiz, and did not there make ſpeedy payment, his . 
eovenant was to pay double money ont of the ſalary at home , or otherwiſe as /15 
agreed upon © and my ſelfe bave paid ſuch exchange of double moneys abated 
out of my ſalary at home by the India Conrt, even for things bought, chari= 
tably to give away to poore men,having leſt all their goods and neceſſaries in 
« ſbip fiered by Portugals, which for want of money, being a priſoner, and 
all my eftate ſeized upon, Twas contented to yeeld unto (a1 other men did,) 
rather then not to expreſſe a charitable affeFimto the indigent, according 
20 my poore ability, or credit. Now the India Court think that they ſuper- 
errogate in their charity, to pay the Executors of the defuntt the principal, 
brought to their accounts in India,(though they make three, foure or five for 
one or more of their ſervants moneys;) and yet by that time the accounts are 


cleared, which hajpily may be foxor twelve nnthe, or longer time after the /7: 1:4 1 7 


deceaſed have repaired from the remoter or furtheſt _=_ of the Kingdyme, 

#0 ſeek after therr deceaſed eſtate, ſometimes (nay I doubt often) they have friends. 
been forced to depart hom, after great expence and charge, by waiting the 
Conrts time to clear the accounts,with little or nothing, perhaps not enough 

to bear their charges down again. In ſome particulars of other mens, I 

could give bewailing intelligence of theſe paſſages ; but I will inſtance onely 

in my own being living : then if the abuſe be ſo great to the Irving, much 

more may the Execntors of the deceaſed feel the burthen of theſe intolerable 

| 4 2 defraud= 
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d frandments. My ſelfe being eminent in India,and one of Councell, be- 
ing malicionſly arraigned for a delinquent, ( « the enſuing ſtory will re 
late) bad my goods ſeized upon, and ſold, volens nolens, before my face, 

at 4,0. per cent+ 1: ſſe of the principal! revengefully ated on purpoſe to make 
me a Bankrupt ; (which mangre the Preſidents Devilliſh malice, could wet 
be effeed) though be and his lewd favourite, notwithſtanding their maſſie 
eſtates of txienty or thirty thouſand puunds 4 man fraudulently gotten in In- 
dia within ſix yeares time, or leſſe, after their return from England, with 
all the ſperabundant favour the India Conrt could beſtow #pon them ; yet 
were forced to take ſanttuary in the Kings Bench and Fleet ; and there, 
but for the tenor of a Statute of Bankrupts againſt them, would have de- 
franded their creditors alſo at bome, (which brought them perfirce #0 an un= 
der compofition.) Again, my eſt ate being ſeized upon, as before mentioned , 
among other goods I bad two great and large faire Perſia Carpets, fit for 
the Foot-ſtoole, or Chair of State of a Chriſtian Prince, which would have 
covered the pavement or floore of about twenty foot ſquare, or more, and coſt 
me in Perſua the firſt peny, about fourtie pounds. Theſe it ſeems the ambi= 
tics Preſident took for bis own uſe, to the honour of his magnificencie, and 
never brought them, or theirproceed, to the Companies account. For 
which demanding reſtitationg he put me off to the India Court , affirming 
that 2t his comming from India, be left them ( for their uſe ) in the Cuſtome 
houſe at Surrat, and the Coxrt denicth to give me any ſatiefa@ion for them, 

_ alledging that they were never brought to their accomnt , and therefore not 
7 able to make them good, though the unjuſt Govern:ur had voted before in 
Court, in favour of the jugling Preſident, their meer hireling jugling ſers 
ant, againſt their loyall brother ſervant , that it wes not for the accommo= 
dation of their ation of commerce , to wave or queſtion their Preſidents 
oxer and authority, but to ſupport and maintain it ; neithor for the bo- 
nour of the India Court to be curious inquiſitors into their Preſidents alti= 
ons; which ſo horrible and deteſtable an »ignominy to the honour of the 
India Society to defend, that that Honorable.altion of Commerce, could not 

be fupported, but by fraxd. oppreſſion, tyranny, impriſonment, bonds, and 
the like,and murder too, if occaſion ſo fell out : And ſo farre theſe Gover- 
nomurs are from accuſing conſciences in ſuch praftices, that they take it to be 

| an honeur for them ſo to die. But Thave not yet done, T muſt further in- 
| ſtance in more particulars in my own behalfe, At my departare from India, 
(a priſoner) I left in the hands of a ſucceeding Preſident, a Trunkof = 
- , apparr evy 
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apparrell, good books, Divine and Hiſtory, and other neceſſ2ries, which at 


an eaſie rate T valued at fourſcore pound; and had T ſtaid in India, wou'd 
not have taken halfe as much more money for them. And theſe goods it ſeems 
were ſold at an out-cry ( according to my former relation of ſuch praftiſes) 
ar 32 1. and 10 account to be given to whons they were ſold ,. nor any parthy 
cular of any thing how ſold, but all in lump at 321. which money being 
brought into the Companies Caſy , and three or faure yeares afier comming 
zo account with the Curt, they were ſo farre diſhoneſt, at not onely 'to deny 
me the exchange for my money, but alſo to keep back the principatl, beang part 
of 1200. I. they are yet indebted unto me. Let once more : Ay wife ſent 
me out of England, a Token (to me of great eſteeme ) viz. her own and all 
her three childrens piCtures in one fair Map, or Table, to the full proportion 
of every one. That boneſt well reputed Gentleman of the India Court, and 
my eſpeciall kind friend, Captain James Slade, tookupor him to bring it 
(by Gods bleſſing) in ſafety to my poſſeſſion : But befure his arrivall, Twas 
ſhipt home wnjuſtly (a malefatir.) At the arrival of the Fleet in Tidia, 
whereofCaptain Slade was Admirall inthe ſhip D\ſcovery. Great engui= 
ry wat made by the preſent Preſident, for things of rarity , to be bought and 
beſtowed upon the Sultanzor Grvervonr of Surrat : but in allthe Fleet none 
was found of greater eſteem, then my wife and childrens pidnrer; which the 
Preſident having intelligence of, ſent to Captain Slade, to bring the ſame 
aboord the ſbip Charles, chiefe Admirall in the Port, to be viewed there 
by Preſident and Councel. At which conſultation it was decreed, that my 
pitures ſhon!d be bought at good valuable rate, and to have credit for the 
ſame in the Companies booky of accounts. . Aud ſo the pictures were det ads 
ned aboord the Charles, till order could be taken for their ſafe tranſport to 
Surrat.. But the next day the ſhip Charles being fired by ſhooting of Guns 
at drunken healths (a deteſt able abuſe and dammage to the honorable Con 
pany) the ſhip and all things within ber, were burnt » and my piltures con» 
ſued. At thedndia Court (npon intelligence and certificate under Cap= 
tain Slades hand,and bit brothers, Mr. William Slade , Parſer of the 
ſip; andalſo of Mr. Nathanael Mountney , ſecond of Comncell tothe 
Preſident) I demanded reſtitution for my wife and childrens pictures, and 
zkens ; but moſt diſboneſily denied, ſaying, that in regard they were burnt, 
they were not liable to make them good unto me. Theſe abuſes are, a I am 
able to prove, t0 my dammage 500. 1. And if ſuch perſons expe&t honour 
for alting and ſupporting frandgrobbery, envie, maii.: , and cruel oppreſſion, 
: ; ta 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
to the ruine of 3 whole Family, one of their own Corporation, and living, 
what can he expelted but far worſe from them to the dead ( meere hirelings, 
20 way alied by Corporation, Adventure, or otherwiſe among them.) But 

frrely, if The 1201 partiall in my own cauſe,l conceive they merit ſuch honour 
a Haman had for intending the ruine of a whole Nition , yet ſtrangers 
#n blood andreligion unto him. 

There be many otber thingy beſides theſe mentioned at preſent,that require 


your Honours vc. reformation ( if you expett a bleſſing from God upon your 


adventurer, which may well be conceived that ſuch abuferand crying ſinnes 
have bitherto brought a curſe upon that ſo worthy honorable aftion of Cong« 
merce ) and upon examination will be browght to light ; as this for one 
more ; The India Preſident uſurps the power to fine men at hic pleaſure for 
delinquency, as he pleaſeth malicioufly to conceive againſt any: and thoſe 
whom he envies and malignes, ſhall have hexvy fines ſet upon them , which 
he knowes the Court at home will not remit having their eſtates in poſſeſſi- 
0n : for all is fiſh that comes to their net , unleſſe in favour to a Minion, or 
ſome chief in Court. And this coſt an eminent Merchant in India, and at 
preſent in London, 500.1. though be brought certificates out of India to 
clear him from all aſperſion caſt upon him, ( and to try a ſuit in Law 
with them, 1s to no purpoſe, for they boaſt they will be too mighty for any to 
withſtand them, having a common rich purſe againſt a privat poore one , to 
emnanage their unjuſt deſignes.) Likewiſe, if the offender be his favourite, or 
hath a good parſe to bribe , hu Fine ſhall be madeeaſie to prevent a heavier 
puniſhment at bome, (as unconſcionable to be queſtioned or arriagned twice 
fot one thing, cenſure being formerly paſt upon him.) I conld inſtance ſom- 
what in thy point in the caſe of life and death , but I am more charitably 
minded then to caſt aſperſion upon any, having undergone ( at leaſt) a for 
mall trial for his life. 

One thing more, right hononrable,evc. be pleaſed to give me leave to ad- 
moniſh you of, Your honourable ation of Commerce i like in time to ſuffer 
much, if you follow net the example of the Portugals, Dutch, and Danes, by 
ftrenthening your ſelves by ſome accommodable plantation neer India, both 
for a refuge for your ſhipping, and ſtrengthening thereof ;, and alſo to fetch 
off your ſervants in India , upon wrong offered them by tyrannicall hea- 
theniſh Moores : A taſt whereof you have had beretofore by impriſoning your 
ebiefe and all other ſervants, and threatned with drubbing and 0 TY 


ing,and your Chriſtian adverſaries in that ation will( for want thereof ) 
domie 
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dorainier 200 much over you : And the beſt place for you toſetthe a plantati= 
on, « (in my conceit ) at Madagaſcar, where if you ſet not foot in ſpeedily, 
others of our nation, who ( by report ) have made entrance thereinto , may 

eradventure defeat youu, and wring your charter from you for your neglett to 
the good of this Republick, Thus buſineſs Tleave to your wiſer conſiderations, 
and to ſuch inconragements in that buſineſs, as lately I bave in my weak ca- 
pacity,conceived behoovefull, which may per adventure hereaftsr (if not with 
this ) come ont in print to the publick view. 

Tet I may not omit jo put you in mind,that you make better choyce of your 
Governours and Court Committees at home,and that ( good part or greater 
at leaſt ) out of men well qualified,and of good report, bred up in India, ra- 
ther then Shop-keepers, or ignorant Merchants, ſome of which were never 
further at Sea, then aboord your brave ſhips mn the Downs a feaſting. For 
though ſome ſuch men may be vertuous and well qualified for their breeding, 
pan long continuancein their places of Committee,[9ave gotten good ex- 
perience, yet they have only the theorick , and are too ou in the pracktick , 
and both are neceſſary,us by inlargement I could give better teſtimony. I con= 


 ceive ſonee mee: may objef, I ſay thus much to inſinuate my ſelfe, #1 get into 


place of Committee; which I am ſo far from the thought or deſire, that T 
fhould more willingly accept of a poore penſion from the Company, or to be 
an Almi-man in their Hoſpzall at Blackwall, which T am able to prove 
T have well deſerved ,even for my good endeavours to that charitable work. 
Thus, right Honorable, right Worſhipfel,and others, a faithful loving 
member of your worthy Corporation,being ruined in eftate, by partial, un= 
charitable, unjuſt , corrupt Governexrs, and time=ſerving Committees in 
your India Courts, and being at preſent, lame, inmpotent, diſeaſed, and in 
a manner bed-ridden,and already halfe in his grave, yet hath indevoured, 
not without greet pam, tomanifeſt his zealous affetion to your Hononrs, 
evc. welfare and indemnity which he hath been therather induced unto,he- 
ing deprived of all means to de you ſervice in India,es a ſervant or friendly 
accommodation upon his own adventure (wherein hz duty as a member of 
the Company, ſbould not bave been wanting. | 
Towhich imployment my affeftion hath been js 2ddifFcd, as T think never 
any mans that was baniſþt bus native comntry,bath been mrre deſirous to re= 
turn thither again,then mine hath toreviſit India: But now having loſt all 
my fortunes, hopes and limbs, and ready for the grave, (when God ſhall 
be pleaſed ta fot me for my diſſolution) I bumbly tntreat your Honours, ee. 
70 
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f0 am vo of my honeſt, loyall affeftionate intents, (in thi tedious Epiſile, 

though I want n9t matter to inlarge to a farre greater volume,) in as goud 
part as it 3s preſented unto you. And if it pleaſe your Honours, ex. ont of 
Jour grace and gaognefſe, to take into conſiderative the diſtreſſed eſtate of 
your true, loyall ſervant, ſo much abuſed, wronged, aad oppreſſed, abroad and 
at home, to cauſe reſtitution for the ſame, from your Honouvs, pc. ſubſti- 

tutes and fervants, the chiefe delinqueuts vrongers and oppreſſors, or ont of 


'» thegenerallſtoch, as toyour Honours ehc. ſhall ſeem ntoſt agreeable to' ju- 


ſtice, charity, and repute of the honorable India Corporation (which # the 
moſt humble petition of your late induſtrious loyall Servant, T doubt not bat 
thereby you ſhall doe a buſineſſe pleaſing to God, acceptable to the Honoura- 
ble high Court of Parliament, (to eaſe them in righting privat mens 
wrongs,to the better furtherance of the weighty aff airs of the Republick, 
more confiderable: )} For which your Honours, &c. moſt humble impotent 
Petitioner,and all bis diſtreſſed Famihy, ſhall ever pray for your Honours, 
Oc. temporall and eternal felicity, 
Richard Boothby, 


This Title ſhould have been placed immedietly after the names of the 


Refirrees in the ſecond page following, but miſtaken by the Printer. 
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TO THE RIGHT W OR- 
SHIPFUL.AND WORSHIPFUL SIR 


' Hemy Rowe, . Sic Fob Harby, and Sir George Clarke , Knights : 


Thomas Keightly, Daniel Harvy, and Robert Grimes, Eſquires, 
-prhin. he by his Majeſty King Charlerzto end 
the controverſies between the IndiaCourt and Richard 
Boethby and his Isdis adverſaries, ſervants to the 

Honorable Eaft India Company, according to 
Petition for his Majefties grace and 
favour therein- 


done toRicHaRD BoornhBy Mer- 
chant in /naia. 


He unhappy proje&of Sir V:ll;am Cockam Knight, 

about 4nno 1615. to wring the Charter of the 
moſt famous Right Worſhipfull Company of 
Merchants Adventurers of England out of their 
power, tothe advantage of him and his Aﬀoci- 
ates, brought much diſaſter to the Common- 
wealth, tothar worthy Company, and to my felf in particular a 
member thereof alſo in high degree : (though in the end return= 


ed totheſaid Companies credit, and his blame and diſcredit) 


whereuponlT Richard Boothly, a Member of that Company , was 
forced toſearch out Trade in other Countreys wherein I had no 
experience (tomy grear loſſe and diſadvantage ) and among the 
divcrfity of many experiments, fell to make triall of the Ealt In- 
dia Adventures, purchaſing my freedome thereof at 501. And 
adyenturing 24001. inthat Aion of Commerce, which being 
unmerchantly handled by injuditious partiall Governors ( aim- 
ing more at their own particulars then the Vulgar Accommoda- 
tion, brought great lofſe and damage tothe Worthy Adventu- 
rers, and to my ſelt in particular, the occafion whereof drew me 
(being unwilling toproceed further in my Vocation of an Ad= 
venturer thither, or to other parts, for fear of ſliding into the 
condition of a Banckerupt or ls” which I did — 
or 
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(22 
hor) to tender my ſervice to the India Court Committees to be 
imployed in the Honorable Companies affaires into India where 
Iwas accepted of, and intertained with the greateſt applauſe 
and belt accommodations of any before me. Ar my arrivall in 
India ( being one of Councell) Tendeavoured to diicharge a 
good conſcience towards God, and the duty of a loyall Subje& 
to my Soveraigne King Charles, and the truſt committed to me 
by the Honorable Company their Subſtitutes. 

But cre Ihad been there many Moneths, I took zood notice of 
the great diſhonour done to Gods glory by the lewd lives and 
converſations of all the Engliſh in generall, and the chief heads 
in particuJar; the diſhonour alſo therein to my gracious King 
and native Countrey, and the deep juglings and impoſtures of 
the Prefident Rich: ld, and George Page of the Councel] : tothe 
defraudment of their Honorable Imployers, which ficit brought 
mein envie and bad ſuſpition of a Spie, a Puritan, and Informer, 
(and fo called) becauſe Idid not run inthe ſame excefle of riot 
with them. 

And by little and little drew me on (endeayouring to reforme 
ſuch abuſes according to Injunftion given me at home by Court 
Committees ) to be wickedly maligned and abuſed with intole« 
rable wrongs, injurious affronts, and cruell oppreffions; As being 
one of Councell commanded to baſe inferior imployments al- 
'moltſcornfull to an Apprentice, eſpecially of three or foure yeers 
ſtanding ( the Banjans in India taking notice thereof to my con= 
doJement) alſo to attend the Cuſtome-Houſe affairs on the Sab« 
bath dayes (offenſive to my conſcience, and the more by obſer- 
vation that the Hoores would not attend thoſe affairs upon their 
heatheniſh Idolaters Holy dayes,whileft the (vertuous or rather) 
wicked Prefident Rich. Fild, and his lewd Fayourite George Page 
feaſted, and drunk themſelves drunk with Dutch, French, Italians, 


21:5: Arminians, &c. And that by reaſon Iwas an cyc-ſore and offence 


unto them, diſtaſting and yeelding milde reproof unto their Ba- 
chanalian Sabbath-breakings,and lewd diſcourſe, and boaſtings 
at ſuch times of their licentious lives and converſations, little in- 
feriour (as I conceive)to the Earl of Caſtle-bavens. Then divers 


plots were machinated to cxpell me the faQory of Sxrrat to 
ſome 


conſultation, making ſhort proteſt in writing in the book under 
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ſome remoteplace for their more freedome in evill. 

And firft, they plotted and concluded I ſhould be ſent Agent 
tothe Court at Agra(1000 miles off by land) but that plot would 
not fit, in regard the Councell had lately ditiolved that imploy- 
ment as unneceflary and too chargeable. 

Secondly, they plotted to ſend me to the moſt uncouth for- 
lorn and contemptible Factory in India (Brodera) for which ma- 
ny young men had been ſutors (fitter for that imployment ) and 
they had promiſed that preterment. But thither ( wolers, wolens) 
I muſt go, yet being of Councell I excepted againſt that Aﬀtof 


the At as prejudiciall to the Honorable Corporation, and inju- 
rious to my ſelf, having covenanted for my relidence at Surrat, 
and no other; yet yeelded and took that charge upon me,though 
as my ſecond told me before my departure thither, my Adverſa- 
ries had ſuborned him to lay traps to inſnare me, and to be very 
circumſpeto obſerve all my a&tions to get matter againſt me. 
Bur it he conld find none, to write to Prefident and Councell, 
that Iwas ofſuch a quarreliome and contentious a diſpolition, 
that it was not poflible tor him or any tolive with me ; for which 
they promiſed him the preterment into that place. But (he as he 
faid )being touched in conicience to ſee me ſo much abulcd, 
could not but reveal it unto me upon my promiſe of ſecreſie. 
And a day before my departure, George Page, notwithſtanding 
his ſaid wicked plot, with my ſecond to betray me, infinuated 
himſelt into ſudden familiarity with me , excuſing himſelf for 
having an hand to put me out of the FaQory at Swrrat to be ſent 
to. Broderay laying all the malice on Richard Wilde the Prefident; 2 
And to make me more blind then a Beetle, or ſencelefly ignorant . 
of the plot, would needs beſtow upon me a Machivile Brile or _->--/< 
oyſoned Piſcafh, like the traiterous kifle of Judas to our Saviour 
Chriſt, (which was a new Velyet Belt with faire filver Buckles )I Þ 
made faire ſhew of complement with him, and accepted of his {1--:/7/: 5: 07 
Piſcaſhor gift, rather then toThew diſtaſte, or to give any notice © | 
that Thad any intelligence of the plot againſt me, by diſcovering 
the ſecret imparted unto me by my ſecond to his detriment. 
Moreover,the malitious Machivill __ when I cametotake 
2 my 
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my farewell.of him gave.it mefor a great charge, ( for noother 
at that timewas given me)in the Honorable Companies affairs, 
nor other Inſtrufions for my imployment. (Copies of former 
Accompts and paſſages (which by order from that Court at 
home ought to be lefc in every FaCtory for dirc&ion to ſucceſſors) 
nor any can Bils, Bils of Exchange, or credit to manage 
thoſe affaires (untill a day or two after my departure)to be care- 
full, and carry a itrift hand over FY:l;am Price my Second, to re- 
claime him from his lewd, uncivil!, and rude behaviour. Thus 
they that lay ſnares to trap the innocent, in the end are them» 
ſclves enſnared. The Gel: had necd to be warned when the Fox 

reaches, And this text of Scripture was far ont of his remem« 
bane, or would take no knowledge thercof : Thox art inexcuſable 
O m m,rhatſoever thou art that judgeſt, for wherein thou Judyeſt another 
thou condemneſt thy ſelf : for thou that judgeſt doſt do the ſume things. 
Rom. 2. 

Thirdly, being arrived there, they plotted how to enſnare me 
in their Commiſſions, deviſing to ſend me two Commiſſions, the 
one as contrary to the other as black to whiteztheone an expreſle 
command'of our Muſlters, the other quite contrary of their own: 
to which of our Multers becauſe I leaned in my Reſponce,and de= 
clined from theirs {in words though not in deeds ) they then up» 
braided me with baſe reproachfull letters, commanding me not 
to makereply to their revilings, I knew no ſuch power an Indian 
Preſident had (his Commiſhon being never made known)to any 
though of Councell, and my (elt one of Conncell as deep in Coms 
miſſion as Preſident himſelf ( onely in a double or caſting voice) 
deemed it as a great wrong to all the Companies ſervants in ge= 
nerall, and a great indignity to my ſelf in particular, not to 
make _— thereanto which I pertormed in my own Apolo- 
gie or defence , yer concluded Chriſtianly, defiring unity and 
peace, &c. | | 

Fourthly, my reply ſeconded with a Journey made to viſit 
Amadayad the greateſt City in India (two dayes journey off) 
wanting imployment, untill ſuch time as I could be fitted to ob=- 
ſerve their exprefſe Commiſſion contrary to our Muſter, and re» 
eurned within fix dayes; little dreaming that a brother of the 
Company 
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Company, and one of Councell in India, was in condition of a 

ſlave, or School-boy, that might not take lawfull recreation , 

or travella little to better his experience, without leave obtain- 

ed from ſuch Imperiall Majeſty, therefore theſe a&s were made 

mutinous, and I condemned by their cenſures in malicious con- 

ſultation, before I came to wake anſwer to any objeftion againſt 

me ; and chereupon (about a months time after my firſt entrance 

into that ſervice) was commanded to return to Swrrat, to under- 

g0 more revengetull condemnation; to which I obeyed (though 

in a moſt irkſome time of the yeare for travell, in times of rain 

not uſuall for any to travell in.) 

 Fifthly,at my arcivall at Surrat, I was preſently put out of my 

chamber, and chruſt into the worlt lodging in the houſe, adJoyns» 

ing tothe Porters lodge, commanded totake my diet at the ſe» 

cond table, among Counting-huuſe Scrivans, Purſers, Mates, 

and Cabbin-boyes taken aſhore for inferior. ſcrvices, and they 
commanded to take place at table above me, whoſe parents, or 

themſelves, if I had been ambitious or malicious, Iwould have : 
ſcorned with ob, tohavye ſet with the Heardſmen of my flock, ”_ _ , 
having at home at that preſent, a family living in reputation, bebe” 0 
and having had men of better quality then the belt of them » Imyflock, 
mean the chiefe, to wait at home upon my Trencher, Knights, Iob zo 
Gentlemen, and Citizens, ſome of the beſt quality in Eng- /* ,. , © 
land, and my ſelfe an Eſquire by two offices totwo feyerall fa- 
mous Kings, King F2mes and King Charles, under the Broad Seale 
of England. And the beſt of them, even Preſident hiniſelfe, never 
of ability to keep houſe or (ervant, but of lewd condition, baſe 
runnagatgs, "54 Amma or inſolvents. ach hand] 

Sixthly,this did nor yet ſaffice,but they procecded to ſeize upon 
all my eſtate, books, and papers, proclaiming me a bankrupt, 
forcing my Creditors for debts not above a month old, to bring 
in my Bills tothe Prefident, and to take new Bills of his in the 
Gompanies name;on purpoſe to diſcredit-me, ſelling ſuch goods 
as Thad upon my hands, at fourty pounds in the hundred lefle 
then they coft me, forcing meto pay other mens debts to a grea- 
ter yaJue then I had ſubſcribed for ſecurity with intereſt, thereby 
tomake me inſolvent ; which maugre the'r malice, they could 
not 
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notdo; butIfatisfied all men to the full, wich intereſt, to a pice, 


(orfarthing) which they have not done fince that time, though 


of twenty or thirty thouſand pounds eſtate fraudulently ac- 
crewed. 

Seventhly, then having penned ſeven moſt malicious, childiſh, 
fooliſh Articles againſt me, they proceeded to my arraignmenc 
before a Scnat of Cabbin-boyes and Scrivans, as before, patch'd 
up to make up aſolemne judicious Parliament, moſt defpitefuHy 
forcing me to ftand at the lower end of two long Tables joyned 
together,bare-headed , having my malicious adverſaries to be 
my acculſers, Jury,and Judges; where all being moved, Ideman- 
ded by what power and anthority the Preſident ſo ſhametully a- 
buſed me:to which he made reſponſe,he had commiſſion ftrong c- 
nough to bear him out:the commiſſion Irc<quired to ſce,or to hear 
read ; which he denied,ſaying, That yet never any ſaw it but the 
Preſident himſelfe in preſ-nt poſſefhon, nor any ſhould. I again 
replied , That I did not conceive that his Majeſty of England 
would grant any Dormant Commiſſion to countenance tyranny 
and uſurpation : And that my ſelte being of Councell, ought to 
be made acquainted therewith, being as great in Commiſlion as 
he, except in a caſting voyce, and therefore again required him 
to produce his Commiſſion, not only to my ſatisfaQtion, but to 
all other his Majeſties ſubje&s in thoſe parts : but he ftill conti- 
nued ambitiouſly and tyrannically obſtinate, untill at length 
» Jobn Skilebow, on of Councell (whom the Preſident kept under 
as a ſlave, knowing how to bring him ro his bow at any time 
with a bottle of Sack,for which he would even ſell himſelf as Eſax 
his Birth right for a mefle of pottage, yet at that time was bold 
to ſecond my Juſt demand, alledging that he conceived that not 
onely the Councell, but all others ought to be acquainted with 
the Commiſſion, which from himſelf alſo was kept in ſecret two 
yeers fince he had been in India , ordained by the Court at home 
for Second of Councell to Mr. Thomss Kerridge the former Preti- 
dent, and to fucceed him inplace of Preſidency. But Wi/dhaving 
as it ſcems matter enough againſt Kirridge to diſgrace him at 
home, and of a haughty daring ſpirit, he durſt do no ether but 


/ - ſettle Vi/dinhisuſurped Prefidency , and diſplace Skylebow con- 


_ trary 
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trary to the Courts Ordinance, which in the end cauſed him to 
produce the Commiſlion , giving the Regilter order to-read it, 
which was to chis effe&, authorizing Prefident and Councell to 
call notorious offendors to account, and in calc of Murcher, Bug= 
gery, orſuch hainous crimes to arraigne them for their livesz 
but with this provito, that his Majeſty did conceive that men at- 
taining to thou!e places of authority in India, might -be ignorant 
of the juſt Lawes of England, 2nd therefore cautiouſly adviſed 
them rather ro incline to lenity and charity : for if otherwiſe 
they did wrong or abuic his loving fubje&ts, he would exa& a ſe- 
vere account or them, and puniſh them according to their deſert. 
The Commitlion being fo pivus and gracious] willingly did ſub- 
mit tothe arraignmenc. lhe Articles propounded , Idelired a 


Copie to give anſwer in wricing ; which with much ado in the 


end I obtained,and gave ſuch reiponie thereunto, as made no» 
thing for their advantage. Yet nor with that ſatisfied, they devi= 
ſed nine more childiſh, tooliſh, and molt malicious Articles a= 
gainſt me, and upon a ſecond arraignment commanded me to 
take oath (exofficio) to anſwer toſuch Articles verbatim, or ex tem 
tempore, as they ſhould be propounded againſt me. which I refu- 
ſed to do, but defired to have a copie, and time to make reply 3 
which would not be granted. Then to enforce me thereunto,they 
threatned me with torture and death, to be hanged upon a Gal- 
lows of an extraordinary height at the Sea port, before the 
Chriftian ſhips lying there at anchor. Thus terrified with mena= 
ces, dreading their devillifh,malicious, revengefull ſpirits, and 
knowing my ſelf innocent of any crime they might jnſtly charge 
me withall,l took the Oath : and the Articles being propounded, 
wereeither Matchivily penned, to draw from me what I knew 
of their juglings & impoſtures,'the better by fraud toclearthem- 
ſelves therefrom, or maliciouſly to draw ſtrong accuſations a= 


1/” gainſtmy ſelf, as which notwithſtanding were nothing totheir 


purpoſe of defence, but moreto their condemnation; & though I 
intreated and charged the _—_ topen my reſponſe truly, yet 
hemade anſwer with the Prefidents approbation, that he would 


therein falfill my requelt, but followes the Prefidents ordev'and;/o 5 


command. By theſe laſt Articles, they wrung from me ſome ac- 
cuſation 
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euſation againſt themſelves, which 'did ſtumble them , (ſup- 


poling my ignorance of their impoſtures; ) yet having now 
fot the knowledge thereof, they diſſolved that Court, and fell 
ro conlult in their Cabinet-councell, how to cleare themſelves, 
and to make me a malicions-ſlanderer, which within or about 
fourteen dayes after they effeted;as they ſuppoſed,to have made 
their black deeds as cleare,or white, as \now,and their mid-nighe 
Juglings cleare from aſperfion, as the Sun in his bright lultre at 
noon day ; and that by-making two of their Chriſtian brethren, 
(rhe Companies ſervants) to torſweare themſelves point-blank 
againſt a known truth both co my ſelte and others the Compa- 
nies ſervants, which thing I was much gricved at for the offence 
to God, and wrong to their own conſciences: yet I laughed in 
my ſleeve (even in the midſt of afflition) to ſec how they were 
intrappedin their own ſnare, having ſufficient proofes againit 
themtothe contrary, which for feare of cauſing miſchicte unto 
them (who were adjutors alſo in the jugling) and by themſelves 
revealed unto me, I did conceale to more fit opportunity, at 
which time they were inforced by appearance of truth on my 
fide, to confefle their wicked impoſture and unparalleld jugling 
a& of conſultation to cleare themſelves from all aſperſion of 
ſuch futare a& ; and yet ere three days were expired (as Itakeit) 
they committed the ſame again to the detriment of the honou- 
rable Corporation and their own gain, many hundred if nor 
thouſand pounds, beſides the hazard of the Companies great e- 
ſtate, and the danger of their ſervants lives. Now all things fit- 
ted in their conceits to the _— they thought it due time to 
proceed in ſentence againft me. And firſt toexpreiſe their mali- 
clous revengein a high degree, they beltowed upon me odious 
ritles of ignominy, as Puritan, difſembling Hypocrite,brazen fa- 
ced Knave, baſe Villain, perjured Rogue and Raſcall : and their 
moſt unjuſt,crae!!,revengefull ſentence was, that I ſhould be di(- 
miſt my imploymeur, my ſalary ſuſpended, kept a cloſe priſoner 
in the Ezgliſb Houſe, clapt in Irons, lodged in a dungeon, and fed-- 
with the = of affliction, and at the departure of the next Flees 

for\England;fhipt home a priſoner. All which and more was in- 
jariouſly inflifted upon me : Iwas that evening ſent to my dun- | 
gcon 
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geon, and at thedoore a mighty] paire of Bilbowes ſet, ten or 
twelve foot long, to faſten me in the Iron Stockes ; but my Dun» 
geon nat being fix toot ſquare, would not admit their entrance: 
yet terrified with thought of my miſery approaching, lintreated 
the Steward of the Houle, (being penfive ot my wrongs, and ap« 
pointed to faſten me in Irons) to forbeare untill the next day, for 
that Lintended to write a ſubmiſſive letter to a tyrant Preſident, 
tocaſc me of that ſhame and torture ; which he charitably yeel- 
ded unto : and tor his negle& had my Bilbowes clapt npon his 
heels. Bat after ſome houres of indurance, were gy petition of 
friends releaſed, and the Purſer of the houſe ſent to fetter me in 
ſhackles ;-which was performed, and a cruell Jaylor (a ſon of Be- 
lialy Fobn Willowby) ſet to watch me, that no Exg/ifÞ, Chriſtian, or 
Heathen, ſhould come neer me, or converſe with me z yet my two 
loving trufty Indian Peoons, or ſervants, would not forſake- me, 
though I had not a peny to pay them tor their pains, or to pro= 
vide bread for my lelfe; yetin the end ten pence Exgliſh per day 


- way allowed for all our maintenance, wich command not topay 


above a dayes penſion at a time, and that neither, unlefle every 
day ſued for. Thus a cloſe priioner I continued fix moneths, 
though after ſome reaſonable time eaſed firlt of my Irons, and 
after of my Dungeon, to ſomewhat a better lodging ; and that 
out of an acculing and condemning conſcience »., their own, ſet» 
ting my friendly Banjansto perſwade me to write him ſubmiſ- 
ſive Epiſtles, which ſhould tend to reconciliation ; which three 
times at their perſwaſion I performed, and by the firſt I obtained 
a releaſment | ai Irons; by the ſecond, a lodging ſomewhat 
better then my Dungeon; and by the third, freedome of the 
walkes inthe houſe, and diet at the ſecond Table, as formerly 
relat:d : By a fourth, which they preficd me unto , though with 
much unwillingneſfle in regard I had been three times deluded 
upon their words, that a reconciliation ſhould be, and I reſtored 
to former place, or better, they protelted' by their Heathen gods, 
that he had faithfully promiſced before, and now more aſfuredly 
in their conceit ; and that if he did not perform his promiſe un= 


-to them, he was a Devill and no man. Theſe carneft perſwa- 


fionsprevailed with me, and I indeed writ a fourth ſubmiſlive E- 
C piklez 


(.10) 


pile, and the effefts that produced, was to be commanded a« 
board the ſhip Jonah a priſoner in a meaner Cabbin then. Boar» 
 {waines Mates, to ſail along with the Fleet for Perfigand at their 
return to ſail therein for England. 

'The Banjans admired at the wickednefſe ofthe man in the fore+ 
paſſed buſinefle (and that which enſued) about a moneth before 
at the return of the ſhip Fonab from Bantam, baving in her greaz 
ſtore of Cloves,which fix moneths before were a Drug of no e» 
ſteem at Syrrat ; yet at the inſtant of her arrivall, inhanſed in 
price todoyble money and more : My friendly Banjans, whoever 
gave me move reſpect then I deſerved, came to me (having then 
liberty of the Houſc) eo exprefic their loving and kind reſpetts, 
and for proof thereof, becauſe the Wylde Prefident had forced 
them (as formerly related)co bring in my Bills, and take new of 
him, which they diſclaimed to be their a& (fo much as in 
thought ) but meerly his Devilliſh malice and revenge, they ten» 
dered me a means how ro get many thouſand pounds ſuddenly 
in a week or fortnights ſpace,or a very ſhort time, which though 
at firſt Iwas ſomwhat jealous of, yet bearkned to their propokitiy 
ons, which was to buy up preſently all the Cloves in the ſhip. os 
nab, ax the price currant then a ſhip-boord, and they would. 1ell 
them again for me at fiftic or fixty, or more per cent. profit. Ag 
which their offer I was the more jealous and danged , knowing 
my inabilicy to compaſſethe bufinefle both in regard of ready 
mon2ys which mult be paid for them, & alſo in regard I was a 
priſoner, and could not itic abroad to effeft their propotition, buy 
to both theſe impediments they applicd remedies : firſt, for mony. 
they would ſupply me therewith inſtantly; and for wane of my, 
liberty, they adviſed me to write to Captain Richard Swanly, 
commander of the ſhip, to offe&t it for me, proportioning hin 
fome ſhare for his pains; which though my adverſary George Page, 
the Prefidents lowd favorite were gone two or three hours before 
down tothe ſhip to cffeft that buſineſle for himſelfe and Prefi- 
dent, which took me ſomewhat off, yet they ſo carneſtly did 

effe me with recounting Geooge Pages flow moving, uſually 
drinking hard, or to be drunk at the halfe-way Tree (a baiting 
place)and there totake a napof an houre, two.or three in ſleep, 


that 
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that my letters might come aboord before him © which counſel! 
of theirs I fojtowed, and preſently ſentone of my erufty Peoons 
away With letters in ſpeed to Captain Swenh, diſcovering the 
fairofferof my went; rs 2b and allotting bale for his ſhare ; 
which letters came aboord two houres. betore my adverſary 
GeorgeP age. But Captain Swenly danted with my ſudden down- 
ful,lince his departure fix manths before,8& terrified with threats 
of Prefident todiſplace him for that he had before taken pare 
with other Sea Commanders in conſultation abour their Com- 
miffion,which were moſt ſtrong and effe&uall, and thoſe Com- 
manders gone for khong not ready to back him again, he 
durſtnot attempt the bufineffe, bur let ic fall co the benefit of his 
and my adverſaries, and our loſfſe to many thouſand pounds, 
which my friendly Baxjans were ſorry for, and carſed his Devil- 
liſh malicious pr againſt me, as yet enſuerth. 

The revengefall Preſident finding that I had more credit, be- 
ing = priſoner, then himſelfe with all the Companies credit pin'd 
upon his back, (for juſt at this inſtant hehaving ingaged himſelf 
for theCompany with the uſurers about 100000. 1.Jand the 2s 4 
liſb ſhips not arriving ſo ſoon as was expefted,his Creditors made 
meanstothe Goyernourgthat he ſhould not ſtir out of the Town 
until] better ſatisfaion were given to diſcharge his credit in the 
Conntrey ; and in that interim twice endevouring to go aboord 
the ſhip Joneh, was commanded to return, and not toftir aboord. 
And now having commanded me a priſoner into Perſia, in hope 
ay expeftation was, of a great Fleet of Portugals to lay way and 
intercept us, he hoped I might either meet with a knock to take 
away my life, ar ſome other diſaſter might befall me, yet had 
another Devilliſh proje& in the a&ion, ſeeing my credit,as afore- 
Taid, and thereforcto prevent me of all benefit or accommada- 
tion'in the voyage, by procuring an Edit from the Governaur, 
(whoſecreditwas repaired by the Engliſh Fleets arrivall, within 
three or four dayes after with fixty thouſand pounds ingald and 
fiiver tolefſen the Companies debts)that no man ſhould credit 
meupon forfeiture of five hundred Rupies , nor no:Broker pro- 
cure me credit upon forfeiture of a thouſand Mamoedees. By 
which mcans my friendly Bayjews, as alſo with fear of A 
| G2 rom 
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from ſuch Mooriſh tyrants, were taken off to my loffle of 

thouſands of pounds more; which many of the Companies ſer= 
yants of inferior rank made to themſelves in that voyage, ſome 
a thouſand, ſome two thoſand, ſome three thouſand or more 
advantage. And to adde more malice and revenge, hee abuſed 
me in his letters to the Agent and Merchants in Perſia, with moſt 
egregious ſlanders of muciny, contention, ſpie, and informer, &c. 
perſwading and commanding him not tolet me come afhore, nor 
ro be poſſefor of ſome ſmall means I had in the countrey left the 
laſt yearc,but to return it to him to give ſatisfaQion for my in- 
gagements tothe Company,as he mendacioully pretended. Thus 
we paſicd onr voyage for Perſia, my ſelfec receiving better accom- 
modation from Captain Swarly, then the'F31de Preſident expe=- 
&ed, yet not ſo good as the Captain promiled, and had reaſon to 
perform ; but that 'he was over-awed with my adverſaries 
power, ordoted on their great eſtates to his gratification. Ar 
our arrivall in PerſiaI kept my (clfe aboord ſtill a priſoner, untill 
from the Agent and Merchants there, I received kind letters of 
invitation aſhore, maugre the Preſidents malicious flanderous 
letters , which they regarded not, knowing and underſtanding 
better of themiclves to ſome of whom Iwas well known in Eng- 
land, and likewiſe from better report of Merchants and Sea- 
men that came in the ſhips. I courtcouſly accepted their kind fa- 
vours, went aſhore, had my accommodation for lodging ſecond 
' tonone in the Eng/iſb Houſezſeated next the chict Agent ac table, 
adove all Seca Commanders, and Merchants,the Admirall Capt. 
Weddall excepted, who fate uppermoſt of the one fide, and my ſelf 
on the other,and the Agent at Boords end; they alſo delivered 


-»&methe proceed of my goods commanded to the contrary ſent me 


' a brave Perſia Horſe to ride about at my pleaſure, with ſome Per- 
ſis ſeryants toattend me, belides my own two Peouns, which 
would not forfake me untill I went for England. The Agent nor 
Captain eadall (famous in that place K conquering Ormw) 
never going to vilit or feaſt with the Sultan of Gombroone, the Sul- 
tan of Ormw, nor the Dxtch, but defired my company along with 
them. | But here, though I have bcen prolix above my intent, yet 


' not ſomuch as my cauſe doth require. I cannot but condole the 
Honorable 
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.Honorable Companies lofſe as well as mine own, for many years 
together by probability of many hundred thoatands of pounds, 
by the indiicretion of the Governour and Court at home, and the 
Companies Agents in India,which in chis years Fleet Iwil (asan 
eye-witnefle inſtancein:) The Company had fonre ſhips of great 
burthen,loaden wich Adoores,Perſfian and Arabian goods,and their 

 fervants priunt trade; the Datch had foure or five great ſhips,and 
the Indians five or ſix India Junkes, all ſailing richly loden as for 
Engtandin friendly manner together. And at their arrivall all 
of the goods were fold in three weekes time for ready money in 
good Royals of eight, at fourtyfitty,lixty,cighty, & an hundred 
percent. profit and more; and the India Company at home, had 
no goods at all, but moneys brought out of Eng/and firit to Sur- 
rat in India, and (ent in ſpetie into Perſia; which money being in- 
velted at Szrrat in goods, would have yeclded them the ſame 

Petie at Gombroone with the profit aboye mentioned , and from 
thence carried up to Spahanto preſervethe contratt with the king 
of Perſia; for filk would have yeelded them as much or more pro=« 
fit by all probability, or elſe thoſe Merchants would not have 
travelled fifteen hundred miles by land , to bring down ready 

. .mony tobuy up all 1:4iz» commodities, which is worth the no= 
tice to be taken of, and that Tzdian Government or Goyernours 
 tobequeſtioned and examined upon the injudicious manner of 
managing that molt famous ation, or privat connivance for 
their own advantages. And ſolleave that dilcourle, and return 
again to my former. | 

In our voyage outward and homeward- into India, many. di(- 
couries palt among us at the Captains Meſſe, about my intolle- 
rable ſufferings ; whereat ſome endeyoured to blame me {for not 
humbling my ſelf both in word and deed, and writing, to a ty- 

-rant for my own advantage, which they ſaid they would have 

.done.: To which I made reply. that Ihad done fo much in that 
kind, and prevailed nothing, that I was aſhamed now of my own 

. hand-writings in that ſubmiſſive manner, proteſting neverto do 
the like again, which they that knew not of it before, condoled 

- my infortunity under a tyrants power. Among theſe diſcourſes 


much queltion was made whcther the Preſident Kichard nr 
an 
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and his favourite George Page, wonld take their for Eng 
land, or no, in the 4 dab As from Perſia a ho lictle bs 
fore the ſhips arcivall from Eg/andjthey gaveirt out that they 
would (being indeed danted with feare to be ſent for home for 
their miſdemeanors, asindeed Gemye P age was,but Rich.rd Wylde 
confirmed for another yeare:) Bur at the ſhips going for Perſia, 
they gaveout they would not; but I gave my verdi&gas it proved, 
that they would, for that Iunderſtood George Page would not go 
home without his Patron Richard Y/lde to 5 him, who-alſo 
feared tvlet Page go before him, lelt he for his own ends mighe 
lay all his own crimes upon Fylde ; and Wylde feared to be ſenc 
for the next yeare,as hewas. And therefore thought it more for 
his credit to goe before he was ſent for : and at our arrivall in {- 
dia, all fell out as Thad conceived, and they ready prepared for 
the voyage within a moneth after. In oar voyage from Perſia, T 
had framed a Proteſt(though ignorantly and unskiltully penned 
as a thing never before acquainted withall) againſtthe ; —wn ty 
rannous Prefident and his lewd Counſellors, for their diſhonour 
to Gods glory,the King and Nations repute, and the honourable 
Company their weltarc and indemnity, and my own inſufferable 
wrongs, which Iintended to have publiſhed preſently upon the 
ſhips arrivall at Szrrat. Bur being arrived, and before we came 
o anchor, newes was brought aboord of great alterations in the 
aQory : Firſt, that my malignant adverſaries were prepared to 
rake their paſſage for England; and ſecondly, that is was deter- 
mined that I ſhould belett Prefident, and Mr. Skibbow to 'be put 
by that place, though in right it were his due. The firſt was not 
ſtrange unto me, becauſe I did conceive their reſolutions(though 
they madefhew to the contrary) and that of purpoſe they had 
ſhiprt me out of theway, becauſe Iwas an eyec-ſore unto them , 
ard they could nor plot all their jugling ends, becauſe of my pre- 
ſence. The other bufinefſe fumbled me, in regard that divers 
yooug men on [hore having formerly during my impriſonment 
in the Engl;ſb Houſe, made their peace with we (ina fit of fick- 


neſſe In time of a Feaver, more likely to die then to live) excu- 
a mas: for young againſt me at my'arraignments, pre- 
tending it wasfor feare 


a tyrannous Prefident to do them a 
miſchiefe 
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' miſchiefe, and not of any diſaffe&ion to.me or my cauſe; and a- 
thers aboord ſhips defiring to be taken afhore, and preferred into 
ſervice there: But my an{werto them wat, That I ſaw vo pufli- 
bility of ſuch effefts, wiſhing them to torbeare, and to attend the 
iflae ; yet the end and purpoſe of this Impoſture I could nor dive 
into: for within foure or fivedayes aftcr our arriyall,certatn pro- 
poſitions were made to me then and at other times by foure tcve- 
rall men ; the firſt by Thowss Turner, Purſer of the ſhip Jonah; the 
ſecond, by Captain Swanh; the third,by the Secretary at Surat; 


and the fourth by Padee Fulker Minilter- Theſe propolicions tene fr (+ 


ded all to one purpole, that there was a faire way for me yet 
laid tomake my Elfen foreunc by tlaying in Izdiay it I would 
comply to the Preſidents defire ; and in ſo doing, 1 fhould fuc- 
cecd in place of Prefidency (old Skzbtow being thought untic in 
regard of his continuall drankenneſle )Idefared them to pro» 
vund the means,% I would endeavour to give good Catisfaftion: 
he reply of them all was this , That if Fwould onee more write 
a ſubmiſſive letter tothe Prelident , acknawledging my errour, 
and imtreating his favour, all ſhould ſacceed ta my hearts dehire. 
I gave themall thanks for their good will, yer I delved them ta 
give mebetter fatistaQion what graunds they had of affurance, 
or pollibility that in ſo doing I ſhould obtain my reqaelt ; and 
whether the Propolitions proceeded meerly from their own 
imaginations, or incitation of athers, To which they all replied 
feverally (though with much ſeeming unwillingaeſſe to reveals 
it) chat they were put upon the bufinefle , ſome by George Page, 
andſomeby the Preſident, and tome by both. + Of which being 
nowtully fatisfied, I made them all alike one anſwere, chat I had 
horetotore written many ſuch ſubmiſiive Epiltles at the inſtance 
of nyfriendly Banjnr, but was inthem all deluded , and that 1 
had notanecly refolved in my-{(elfe., but bad vowed' to ſome of 
them inour voyage to Perſia, that Inevet would write again any 
Gbmithive letter, being much aſhamed torhink of thoſe formerly 
written Buri the Poefident pleaſed toconferre with. me cither 
inpublick orprivat, Iwould tirive to. give him (ach good (atiſ- 
faftion, as Thoped might ftand wich-hislikingand repute as-well 
as my. ewn good. At which reply they ſeemed: all to beſarry F 
an 
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and blamed mefor being obſlinate to contemne ſo hopefull an 
opportunity to the good of me and all mine : And ſo not com- 
pying with a tyrants delirc felt fhortly atrer the vials of their 

cvilliſh revenge ; perhaps animated the more thereunto, by the 
Proteſt I had tormerly framed, and now at laſt publiſhed (as my 
conſcience told me was my duty to ad for the reaſi ns above 
premiſed) yet to comply ſomwhat fairly with him, and not to 
provoke him further, I ſent up unto him from the ſhips, ſuch 
goods and moneys as Thad brought from Perſia, commirced to 
my own power by the Agent there, contrary to his Imperiall 
command (knowing alſothat it had been in vain to contelt with 
him) and ſoby this means Iwas deprived of all helps to furniſh 
my ſelfe with privat comfort all proviſions for a tull yeares voy- 
age. But praiſed be God therefore,though the chief of my tarein 
that voyage, was the ordinary ſhips allowance of Beef &Pork of 
3 years powthering,and ſcraps of — Pisket, too well reple- 
niſhed with Mites and Maggots, and ſtinking water ſmelr betore 
it came necrea mans head ; yet in that long voyage I was not 
fick a day, nor ever refuſed one meales meat,thongh I often wiſh- 
ed to be ſeton the ſcore (for moneys or means I had none) thil- 
lings,or ten ſhillings a meale for ſuch freſh proviſions, Bread and 
Beere as my ſervants enjoyed at home. And though I did com- 

ly ſo _ with him to my own miſery, yet had this jugling 
Þrefiden the conſcienceto defraud and cheat meof part of thoſe 
goods fitting for his ambitious magnificency , and that was in 


'twolarge Perſia Carpets, uſuall in Perſiz and India with men of 


quality to floor the rooms they lie or fit in or the Princes of 
Chriſtendome in their Chairs of State ; which Carpets coſt me in 
Perſia about 40 pound Engliſh, and would have covered the 

re in a roome about eighteen or twenty foot ſquare : for ex- 
cuſe of his defraudment;, he pleads that he left them in the Cu- 


» ſome houſe for the Companies uſe, and ſo pnts me upon them 


for ſatisfaQion : and they forc'd me off to him, alledging they 
were never brought to their account, and therefore they not li- 
able(though they plead againſt me in his defeuce)for the wrongs 
done unto me. It was not fit for them to wave or queſtion the 
Prefadents power and authority, but rather to ſupport and main- 
taln 
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eainit- The time _—_ come'to put to Sea for Fyland,aday 

| before he delivered up his Commiſſion to Mr. Sh;bbow, a warrant 
was direQed by Skibbow, as Prefident, annexed with his hands 
and other new Councellors, to the Admiral of the Fleet, for my 
Kritimpriſonment at Sea, to be lodged in a very mean Cabbin, 
and totake my diet with the common men, and not to be per- 


mitted to-goec aſhore in any Countrey Iſland where we ſhould ar- # + 


rive for refreſhment, orotherwiſe; not in England untill by ex 
preſſe order from the Governors and Committees of India 
Courts 3 which warrant was without any authentick authority 
juglingly concrived to put off the ſhame from them: forS kibbow 


had -no power to grant ſuch warrant, but by feare of compultion 7 


before he waseltabliſhed by Commiſſion, and the other being in 
Commilhon, were afhamed of the a&, as they might alſo of all os 
ther revengefull a&ts. SoI was now bound for Englinda priſoner, 
to my adverſaries great hopefull expeation that I ſhould periſh 
at Sea for want of neceffaries in ſo long a voyage, and ſo make 
an end of the troubles they feared would happen unto them for 
their intollerable oppreſlions towards me, (they having provi= 
ded for themſclves out of the abundance of their ill gotten 
goods, twenty or thirty thouſand pounds a man) by report 
three hundred pound in excellent proviſions of all forts comfor- 
tablefor nelly, and ſuperfluous to ryotous gluttony and e- 
briety. And now I may ſay farewell all my faire hopefull For- 
tunes in India, ſecond to none before me, and perhaps tranſcen- 


dent to all that ſhall comeafter me, and the expeQation of milſe- * 


and penury in ſo long, irkſome, and dangerous a voyage, (but 
be praiſed for the prevention thereof, as formerly exprelt.) 

. Ar'Sea the griefe of my Jodging (ttraitned with room , and wet 
with rain, and nothing privat neither day nor night) I made 
moan to Captain Swanly, our Commander, putting him in mind 
of his faire promiſes (notwithſtanding his falſe warrant) and 
his ſmall performances, for better : whereat though at fir he 
ſeemed totakein ill part by my adyerſaries ſuggeſtions)yet in the 
end he better bethoughe himſelfe then to comply with tyranny 
againit one whom he knew deſerved good at his hands; where= 
upon he removed me from thence, = be aſſociate with _ aro 
ichard 
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Richard Garlicke, in the round houſe, as Mr, Gregory Cle ment, Mere 
chant, was with him in the great Cabbin : wherein though my 
lodging were better, and more commendable, yet the affociation 
with a drunken fot was as great a burden to me. But thus we paſe 
ſed on to Mawitins, to ſpend ſometime there in refreſhment: 
where I was timorous to ſer foot onſhore in regard of the mans 


 dateagainit me. But our Captain in the end connived therearx 


alſo ; and there the Admirkll Captain Weddal! making a feaſt a» 
boord his ſhip, invited all Merchants and Sea-officers of note, my 
ſelfe onely excepted : At which feait ſome well-willer to me cons 
doling my intortunity, alledging the feaſt was uncharitable and 
not compleat, forthat I fate alone in my Cabbin, wanting neceſs 
ſaries, which they.enjoyed to ſuperfluous garmandizing: whereat 
my adverſary, the late Preſident, began to excuſe himelf, and 
tolay allthe fault upon his Minion, or Favourite, George Page. 
George Page retorts it again upon him. And in fine, with, multi= 
plying of words and affroncs one againſtthe other (each threat- 
ning to accuſe the other of indireftdealingyuglings and defrauds 
ments of their honorable Imployers) they fell together by they 
cares,and tumbled all their delicates under foot, to the prey and 
great derifion of the common men. 

After four or five weeks ſpent at Haxritizt , our Commanders 
reſolved to vilit Madagaſcar,or St. Laxrence, in hope to meet there 
with the Engliſh Fleet bound that yeare tor Indza,where our Vice 
Admirall Captain Swanly, made a feaſt alſo, as formerlyz and 


. the ſame accident, upon the ſame occaſion of my abſence, 


wrought ths ſame cffefts as at quritius. Here: having 'abode 
ſome ſhort time,with great. pleaſure and content, health, fertilicy 
and plenty of that place,we met, according to our longing de« 
lire, the Exglifp Fleet, confiiting of four brave fhips: That honeſty 
judicious, generous Captain, Jobr Horton, Commander of the 
Mary, che Admirall of the Fleet, and in her that chief Comman« 
der of all the Englifp both at Sea and Land in the Orientall parts 
of the world, the approved, beloved , judicious, generous, 
affable Merchant, formerly Prefident in India, the worſhipfull 
Thomas Raſtell, and many other Merchants in the Flees, with com- 
miſlion toſbip my adycrſarics, Richard Wyldey and George Page by 

| Name, 
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name,arid all-other of Conncell (my felfe 'onely: excepted to ſuc. 
ceed himin Preſidency in caſe of mortality home for Exgl-nd: 
which as it daunted ny advertatics (though leffened by expetta- 
tion.) ſoit much exhilecated my ſpicics in 1o ſad a condition, Mr. 
R aftel}, Captain. orton, and all others , wondred to tinde me in 
theFlect, and underſtanding of my condition, a priſoner, much 
aſtonied them. | | 
- Buthavingentred into cxamination' of the cauſe, much con- 
doled my inſupportable wrongs and ſufferings, infomuch that 
it moved teares from that kind natured Gentleman Mr. - Raſtell. 
Some fcw dayes being ſpent, a great feaſt was ordained aboard 
the chief Admirall, the 4fary,tor the Commanders & Merchants 
of both Fleets. And before that Feaſt ,my malignant adverfary, 
RichardWylde, familiar with Mr. Raftell, at rhe intreaty -of Sir 
Morn Abbot himſelfe made known unto me, made means to Mr. 
Raftellto make reconcilement between us (it not punQuall and 
perfe, yet at leait formall for better accommodation to all par- 
tics inthe voyage, wilhing he had given a thouſand pound he 
had never medled with me. Mr. Raſtell made me acquain- 
ted with his deiire, willing meto yeeld thereunto, which I did, 
provided that he did firit in perſon perform his part, as reaſon re- 
quired, which acthe feaſthedid, drinking unto me a full cup 
of wine, acknowledging himſclfe before all the company to 
have done me wrong, and was ſorry for it, but knew not now 
how to help it. Iaccepted of his courteſte, and ſhortly after did 
as much tohim; and every day atter our familiarity and out- 
ward friendſhip encreaſcd even tothelait dayof our parting after 
at Sc. Helena our lait port. Mr. Raſtell after{this having well conli- 
dered of the baſinefle, and ficit freed me from impriſonment, offe- 
red me toreturn me again into 1:dia,to beſecond unto him ( for 
which courtehie I returned him many thanks} but I cold him my 
mind,how that I was reſolved now to go for Ezgland;Spurge'my 
(elf from all crimes that could bealledged againſtme viz wocegS 
tolay ſuch things to my adverſaries charge,as my duty & conſci- 
ence bound me, hoping to return againthe next yeare with more 
comtort & greater cnadlte: To wbi - reſolution he teemed much 
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aggrieved, yowing and proteſting again with teares in his eyes, 
that it was a great attraQtiveto draw him again into 1:4;a, cons 
ding to find me there an honeſt man, and of credit at home, to 

.1>: -» { comfort and keep him company. But ſeeing it loſt Jabour, he 

| "demanded of me what courtefic Id-fired at his hands, promiti 
to perform it tothe uttermolt of his power. 1 then (ficlt giving 
him thanks that he had ſet me at liberty from impriſonmentJin= 
treating him to give command for a good private Cabbin for 
mezand ſuch comfortable refreſhments of the company as the ſhip 
would afford, with the freedome or command of Thomas Leay 
a common man,and a good penman, to attend upon :me,towrite 
., ,ſuchthingsasI conceived fit to exprefle tor feare of mortality in 
yee 4+ £ -t bob long voyage yet to come. All which he yeeld unto, and gave 
£ commandneent to the Admicall and Vice-Admirall of our Ficer, 
fot the performance, and toeſtate me in the poffeſſion of the great 
Cabbin ſolely to my lodging , as at my coming out ; Whictr 
though it were irkſome to Captain Swan'y at his going 
out, to yeeld me that preheminence above him, yet in the en 
was yeclded unto,onely deſiring the enjoyment thereof for his re« 
putation ſake during a week or ten dayes longer (the rtimeinten=- 
ded for both Fleets ſtay together in the Harbour of Auguſtine Bay: 
in Madagaſcar.) But I knowing the ambirious ſpirits of Sea-com« 
manders, lent my opinion, that he being gone, his words and 
commands by word of mouth would be accounted but wind,and 
therefore defired his warrant, or command under his hand-wri= 
ting ; to which he condeſcended, and went preſently to his Clo« 
ſet toframe the warrant. for my accommodation in all things 
before mentioned, and in eſpeciall for the great Cabbin to my 
ſelfe, as at my coming out, adding, alſo thereto, that no a& of 
conſultation in Fleet ſhould paſſe during the voyage,withoue m 
conſent and approbation in chief. The Enylif Fleet ſhortly after 
departed for India, yet before their departure Mr. Raſtell coms 
manded the foure Sea-commanders in his Fleet each to ſend me 
aboord the fhip Jonah, a Barico of Sack abour fix or eight gallons 
apcece for my private expence and comfort in the voyage. About 
fix or cight dayes after their departure, I dem Captain 
Swanly tor my accommodationin poſſeſſion of the great _— | 
whic 
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which he denied, flighting Mr. Raftels command as before fore® 
imagined upon which ſomedittaſt befell, and crofſe word? 
found vent: Andthe Captain taking in ill part my forcible des 
mands, made complaint to the Admirall, Captain Weds! who 
ſtack hard to his Vice-Admirall, and in concluſion, called a con= 
ſalration aboord the Jon2h,toqueſtion me about words that Ihad 
ſpoken,but miſconſtrued by C. Swanly. At which conſultation I 
 madedemand again to the Admirall to fulfill Mr. Raſtels com- 
mand, as he promiſed faithfully to perform : Bur the ſame was 
ſighted by him, as before by the Vice-Admiral.And then finding 
it ft time, I cook out of my. pocket my Warrant, willing him to 
peruſe that ; which having pertormed, their ftomacks were aba- 
ted, the Warrant being itrengthened with words of vehemency, 
and authority from his Majeſty King Charles, ſubſtituting him 
chiete Commander of a!l the Exy/;ſþ both at Sea and Land in the 
Oriental parts of the world. Then they both began to perſwade 
and intreat mezto let the Vice-Admirall, and Mr. Greg. Clement, 
Cape Merchant, to enjoy the great Cabbin ſtill, being in poſleſſi- 
on, and I ſhould have the round houſe ſolely to my ſelte. To 
which I yeclded for quictnefſe and unity ſake, and ever after li- 
ved peaceably, contentedly, and friendly together, the Captain 
denying menothing 3 yea, tendring me more courtefte then I 
defired, or would accept of. 

After three moneths or more abode at Aadagaſcar, we let ſail 
tO viſit Cape Bona Efperanzz; where arriving the Salvages brought 
us foure Cowes, and ſome other ſmall refreſhments, which they 
ſold us for Iron hoopes, and peeces of brafſe, and made ſhew to _. 
bring us moreſpeedily. But the next day two Dutch ſhis cam-_// 
ming out of HyS:nd,laden with Souldiers for the Southern parts © 
of India,the Soldanians, or Upland men never came more at us; 
yet we had the daily company of a few poore Sea borderers, that 
hung about us for reliefe, ſuch as we catt away, who feed alfo up- 
on Whale, or other dead fiſh, lying long, and ſtinking on ſhore, 
Having ſpent above three weeks time in expeCtation of refreſh- 
ment from the Natives, and ſeeing nonecame, we reſolved to (et 
ſail to Saint Helens in our way homeward : where arciving, and 
at our fir landing, we under-went much hazard by reaſon of the 
violence 
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Violence of ſurging waves neere ſhore, and in thelanding weloſt 


two Boats, and divers men, yet ſome men got aſhore, not with- 


out great hazard,and divers returned back totheſhips,not daring 


| to adventure, as my two adverſaries in chief. 


Thoſe of note that gor firit aſhore, were Captain Weddall, Cape 
tain Swanly, Mr. Greg. Clement, and my ſelte: for my own part, I 
found great cauſe to give God thanks for two great deliverances, 
the one in landing,theother in getting a ſhip-boord again. The 
firſt that led the way, was Captain Weddal, wholcaping out of 
the Boat ſo ſoon as the riling waves brought the Boat to the 
height on ſhore, and falling off again, by ſpeedy hafte,got on firm 
ground, and yet not very dry: And after him followed Captain 
Swanly and Mr. Clement, in more danger, therage of the waters 
more and more increafing , and Imy ſelfe very timorous to ad- 
venture. Put ewo luſty ſtrong Sailers,(to whom, as to all the ſhips 
company, Iwas much indebted for their loving reſpedts, though 
I was not able to requite their courteſies ( eſpecially in great 
dread by a leak ſhip, the Sailers though they threatned to make 
the Captain and Merchants to take their turns at the Pump, yet 
would free] me, many offering to ſupply my turn! at the 
Pamp as long as lite or tirength laſted in them) gave me great in- 
couragement, adventuring themſelves into the ſea ſome depth to 
catch me leaping out of the Boat, & each taking me by the hand, 
we all run violently together to get out of the fury of the return- 


ing waves, and ſo by Gods blefling,though waſhed up above the 


middle,got ſafe on firm gronnd ; where we preſently ſaw ſpe&ta- 
cles of great griet,two Boats with many men in them overturn= 
ed with the violence of the waves, & the men loſt with the Boats, 
and two who ſtriving as we had done, to get aſhore,were waſh- 
ed off into the Sea, and by Gods great mercy caſt aſhore again by 
another great raging wave, and left upon the ſands; which the 
Mariners aſhore percciving , ran ſpeedily unto them”, catching 
them by the legges ot armes, or any partof them, and ſo ere the 
(urging flood returned, drew them out of the force of the raging 
waves,where they lay as dead men ; butit pleaſed God that by 
the pains of the Sailers, and ſtrong waters, that ſome had about 
them, they in the end recovered: the one was a Salvadge, orna- 

tive 


Cry 


tiveof Madagaſcar, an ancient man, who with his ſonne, were des 
firousto ſailealong to viſit England ; and the other was a very 
honeſt man, of good worth ard credit, by name Mr. Fobn Hams 
merton, yet living, and keeping a Cooks ſhop, and victualling= 
houſe at Pye-Corner, neer Smithfield. Here about fourty or fifty be=.. 
ing gotten aſhore, were put to our ſhitts for three dayes and three 
nights , toget meat, for none could be landed for us from the 
ſhips, tor which the Sailers took marvellous great pains to catch 
lean Hogges, and Goats, wich the heIpot one or two Pe; ſi, Grey= 
hounds,brought whelps trom thence,wherof one was mine, did 
ſtand us in great ſtead ; but the men wanting ſhooes, were lo gal- 
led with running upon rocks, that many were very lame. And ſo 
with ſuch poore provilion, wanting bread (yet not freth water 
weſpent that time, untill in the end newes was brought us, that 
ſome more men were got aſhore , and had more ſafe landing, 
which we taking good notice of, madehaite out of the Hand, to 
endeavour toget again on ſhip-boord. But coming totake Boat, 
- wefound the danger as great, or greater, then in the landing; 
and the chiefe means we had to get toour Boats, was by the _ 
of a high ſteep rock, bending hollow into the Sea, to get into the 
top, oy which one at a time was to take the opportunity of the fall 
of the Sea between the rock and the ſhore; and ſo in that znterim, 
to get upon the top of the rock, whither our foreſaid Captains, 
Mr. Clement and my ſelte happily attained : but another young 
man, not making ſo much hake or ſpeed, was waſhed away ere 
he could attain the reck, and never ſeen after : we fate a good 
whilein great danger upon the rock, the waves ariling often to 
the very top) conſulting how to get into the Boat. And Mr. E!- 
mr,the Matter under Captain Feddall, adviſed the Captain to 
take the opportunity of the Boats riling with the water, to leap 
into the Boat, But the Captain heid that way dangerous, for 
fear leſt the Boat ſhould hit againit the rock,and ſo \plic, and fo 
calt away all the men in her alſo : and therefore he tiripping 
himſelfe inco his linnen breeches, and getting hold of the end of 
a long line from the Boat, made it fait under his armes, the men 
in the Boat holding one end of the line , and we upon the rocks 


the other end , andio leaping intothe Sea , got lately _—_— 
als 


-_ 


(24) 


Boat, whom the Maſter wiſcly adviſed to becarried off into ano- 
ther Boat out from the raging of the waves, neer ſhore, whilſt he 
endeayoured to fetch off the reſt. Which done, Captain Swanly 
approved of the Mafters way : and ſo at the rifing of the Boat 
with the wave, tothe top of therock, leapt into the Boat (pru- 
dently kept off from ſtriking againſt the rock) and ſo eſcaped in- 
tothe other Boat. And Mr. Clement took the nextturn , and like- 
wiſe got well off: my turn coming, the Maſter and Sailers encou- 
_ meto the ſame way, promiting toſtand ready to catch me 
with all the help; ſo alſo Tadventuredz& by their great aflfſtynce, 
to whom I ye Snabry ge much thankfuJneſle, not forgetting 
Gods great mercy I alſo got ſafc into the other Boat, and at laſt 
into the ſhip Jonah. But I was no ſooner off, but Mr. Clements 
Blackamore of India, having gotten upon the rock, was by the 
violence of a great wave ovyer-topping the rock, waſhed into rhe 
Sea 3 but he skilfull in ſwimming, was alfo by the induftry 
of the Mariners, ſaved. And thus, God be praiſed, weand many 
others got ſafe aboord again : but the next day , or one or two 
dayes after, the raging of the waves, occaſioned either by wind 
or tide; or both, we had good paſlage to and again from ſhips to 
ſhore, fr moneths time refreſhing our ſelves in the uninkabi- 
tcd Iſland, with Hogges, Goats, and Fiſh. The relation whereof 
I have been the more prolix,willing to give admonition to others 
that ſhall come after, to be cautious if they find their landing 
dangerous,in which Iſland I wiſh my Countrey-men had a plan= 
tation,and my ſelfe among them in ſo pleaſant, healthfull, truie- 

full, and commodious a place for trading with all Nations at 
their return out of India, and ſo invincible and impregnable, be- 

Ing once (though bur cafily fortified that one hundred men may 

cafily oppoſe and defend themſelves againſt one hundred thou» 

Tand, and a matter of no great charge, that Iam perſwaded ſome 

one mans citate in England is able to perte&rhat bulincſle; ro 

whoſe endeavours, if at any time attempted, Iwiſh all profpe- 

rous and happy ſuccefſe. So here, after a merry Chriitmas kept, 

with ſuch homely fare as the place would afford , (it being our 

taſtplace of Rendevous in this long voyage, we took our leave 


one of another in both ſhips,uncill ir ſhoald pleaſe God to wy = 
afc 
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Cafe arrivall at our defired port, our own happy native Countrey 
of England. Thus it pleaſed God toſend us 4s arrivall toge« 
ther in one Fleet into England, where finding my chiefe adverſary 
Richard Wylde (the uſurped Preſident) had potent friends in 
Court, (the unjuſt Governour Sir orris Abbot, Sir Henry Garra= 
way, as Mr. Raſtellbefore had given menoticeof) I yet preſens 
ted my felfe tothe preſent Governour, Sir Mrris Abbot in privat, 
before Itendred my preſence in Court,ſubmitting the redrefle of 
my wropgs in any reaſonable manner, at the feet of his pious 
deyoti6n : But the beſt reſpe&s Icould get from him, was ſharp 
checks before my cauſe was made known, with an admonition 
tobe cautious what accuſations Ilaid againſt Richard Fylde, for 
that (as he told me) he was and would be his friend. Yet hoping 
of better welcome from the Court-Committees, and tendering 
unto them a declaration of my wrongs ; the Court courteouſly 
condoled my ſufferings, promiſed that reall reſtitution ſhould be 
made by my adverſaries, and that they would think upon it to 
give me « large gratification for my good ſeryices, with tender of 
ſecond imployment into 1zdiz, upon better termes then before, if 
I would accept of it, deſiring me therewith to reſt ſatisfied untill 
time would better permit them to give me due right for my inju= 

rious ſufferings. Timeſpun out three moneths before this buſt- 
nefſe came to be decided: At which time my cauſe was turned 
topſie-turvy, and that by report, (which untill a yeare after Iun- 

derſtood not) that Sig Horris Abbot had received a gratification 
from my adyerſaries, of a Porters burthen of filver plate, astwo 
witneſles yer living,oftcred meto yerefie : which is very probable, 
yetLhad ar that time, a better opinion of Sir Morris Abbot, then 
to be bribed, though Iknew my adverſary was !a right Matchivil 
in ſuch deſignes, having (by report)flung away at his departure 
out of India, 1500.1. in that kind, to get a good report of all of 
ſeyerall conditions , as Engliſh, Dutch, Moores, and Banjans, &c. 
the meanelt of the Companies Scrivans receiving bribing grati- 
fication of ten pound ; and noſmall bribery given to Sea Com- 
manders and Officers, both to cloak his privat trade, and extoll 
his vertue and magnificency ; in all which notwithſtanding he 
failed. At which time Sir Morris Abbot 2 his vote, that it was 
nor 
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not for the accommodation of the honorable companies ation of 
commerce, to wave orjqueſtion the Prefidents power & authority, 
but rather to ſupport & maintain it, which they would do. Alſo, 
Sic Henry Garrareay voted, that it was not for the honour of the 
Eaſt Indi: Court, to be curious inquiiitors into their Preſidents 
ations. The yotes of theſe potent perſons in Court, Ronicd the 
indifferent and uncharitable part of rime-ſeryving Committees, 
who were loath to crofſe them, (as ſome of Court in privat con- 
fefled unto me) left they ſhoald crofſe them again in other mat- 
ters aimed at for their own end$,and for that my adverſaries had 
accrewed great eſtates of ill gotten goods, amouning totwenty 
or thirty thouſand pounds a man in five years, out of nothing, of 
which the King was defrauded of his due cuſtomes, which he 
oughtnot loſe, though I out of defire and hope of friendly re- 
conciiement, and to avoid the opprobrious imputation of a ma- 
licious Revenger, purpolely omitted timely information to poſ= 
ſeſle my ſelf of halfe their eſtates, forfeited by the defraudments. 
Many Committees gaped after them to match them, being 
Batchelors (though of foule infefted bodies, or of one at leaſt) 
with their daughters in marriage. The Courts cenſure and de- 
cree,though I petitioned to haue it in writing,I was denied for ſe- 
ven moneths timc, untill Thad made them aſhamed of ſo unjuſt 
an ation : At which time it was penned with a!l the Matchivill 
wit that ſuch ingratecfull and unjult malevolent perſons could de» 
viſe, becauſe Iwould not applaud their tormer open cenſures in 
my audience; and therein not onely deprived me of ſatisfaftion 
for my wrongs of noſmall impert, bat alforobbed me of great 
part of my covenanted (allery, and other jut debts dueunto me, 
eo the yalue of one thouſand pounds, befides the lufle of ten, 
ewenty,or thirty thouſand pounds,or more (unvaluable) by un- 
fuſt diſmiſment from my beneficiall imployment, becauſe their 
wicked Preſident, a {eryant inno, higher eminence then my 1elt, 
except ina double voyce, had maliciouſly ſuſpendedic, which 
for maſters to reCtitic ſervants abuſes, (though they could alledge 
no cauſe to confirm the ſuſpenſion) was to centraditt the Jawes 
of the Medes and Perſezns,nevyer to be revoked. And for the ſame 
cauſcybecaulcltaxed their injurious cenſuregthey again took from 
me 
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me two hundred pound, confirmed beforeupon me by full decree 
of Court inrecompence of good ſervice done them. Thus being 
much perplexed in minde, and having ſome eſtate in their ſer« 
vants hands in Indiz, which Thad given order to be paid into the 
Preſidents hands;tocleare accounts, which my revengefull ad- 
verſary had unjuflly ingaged me thereinto; which accounts were 
not cleared untill four or tive yeares after, in regard thoſe their 
ſervants, my faCtors, finding me in disfavour with the Court at 
home, made uſeof my means, and at length died before the ac- 
counts were cleared,to my great wrong and detriment : I coms 

lied yet fairly with them in the mean time, petitioning them 
ti1(for want of means to wagelaw with ſuch potent adverſaries, 
who boaſted that they would be too mighty for me) one, two, or 
three times a yearc,to reverſe their uncharitable cenſure, and to 
pay me my duefromthemſclyes,and to cauſe refticution from my 
adverſaries,as they had formerly promiſed to me, and done to a 
farre inferiour man then my ſelte,wronged by a Sea Captain, as 
mighty in Commiſſion as their Preſtdent, whom they bnedd to 
pay the Merchant (a Runnegado Jeſuit fled out of Spain, crept in- 
to the India ſhips,& made a Cockſwain,a Polipragmon,and buſie 
fellow,by which meanes he attained to that preferment)) 200. 1. 
for malter wrongs done unto him; which they excuſed,they had 
now no means of my adverſaries in their poſſeſſion, to force him 
thereunto, thongh formerly they were poſſefſed with great part 
of their eſtate, and having tined Richard Wylde at 2500 1. for mi(- 
demeanors (too little by 20000.1.) yet by the Governour, and 
Sir Henry Garrawayes meanes, got it all remitted : So the wicked 
were jultified, and the innocent condemned, both which are an 
abomination to the Lord. And in this interim being drawn or 
perlwaded by divers in Committee, and ſome of their chiefe Of- 
ficers,that if Iwould tender my ſervice again to the Court, it 
would bexyell accepted, and I recompenced to my content in a= 
nother kind. But having before made a privat Proteſt againſt 
Sir Aorris Abbot for his unjuſt procceeds, T much doubted to 
obtain my ſuit: yet importuned thereunto, I did at length tender 
my ſervice by humble petition, (not uſuall for men of my quali- 
ty,) and thereupon, as a Committee himſe]f told me , the whole 
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Court ftood for me, applauding my honeſty and ability to doe 
them ſervice. But they all, or moſt part, having paſſed their 
votes for me, except the Governour Sir Morris Abbot, who by his. 
inveterate malice overturned all among time-{eryving Commit 
tees, Firſt confeſſing with them , that in his conſcience he took 
meto be an honelt man, and for my ability he conJld not EXCePE 
aginſtit; yet itthe Court would be adviſed by him, his opinion 
was, I was not a fit man to ſerve them, cxpreſling his reaſon, thar 
I was a diſtraſted man. Indeed Solomon 1ayes, that oppreſſion will 
make awiſe manmad; but God bepraiſcd for his abundant mer- 
cie;that hath preſerved mein my right ſenſes, notwithſtanding 
the wicked endeavours of a bribed, oppreſling, malicious Govyer- 
nour. Pchold the wiſdome of the worldly wiſe in this matter, 
and in the former : for my ſallary and gratification, it Iwere a 
bad ſervant, how could Ideſerve a large gratification for good 
ſervice? Andif Iwerea good ſervant, why ſhould I loſe my co- 
venanted ſallary ? Bur being a good ſervant, as approved , and 
a gratification 200. 1. given mez therefore by full vote of Court,as 
alſocxpreſſed in a Copie of Decree of the ſaid {Court, given me 
{even moneths after, why was I then ſurreptuouſly robbed and 
diſpoyled thereof? So alſo, it I werean honeſt and able man to 
undergoethe Companies imploy ment, how was Idiftraſted? And 
if Iwerediſtrafted, where was my honelty and ability ? 
Thus wiſd)me at ſuch wiſdome doth but ſcoffy 
When men do ill that good may come thereof, 

" Thus icis apparent, theſlanders of a malicious corrupt ins 
ſolvent Governour (hatecfull at preſent to be acknowledged for 
00d) who made no conſcience of his afions, even to defraud 
and cheat Widdowes and Orphans of their eſtates, as ſome of 
my own neere kindred have felt in great meaſure to their grief 
and hinderance in preferment. The accounts at laſt, to my great 
lofſe, were cleared at Indiazthough not at home, and I againfor 
quictneſic and neceſſities ſake, petitioned the Court for their fa- 
vours,to grant me convenient paſſage inthe Companies ſhips, to 
ſcek my fortune again in another world, and in an old age for 
valuable conſideration, with promiſeto do the Company whar 
accommodable ſcrvice lay in my power , though Idid m_ car 
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their bread,nor drink their water ; but that alſo was denied mes 
for feare belike that I ſhould deſcry ſome of their ju glings in pri- 
vat trade with ſeryants, or ſhould ſhame them in their injudicious 
managing that famous ation of commerce by my privat poor 
ſtock in a deſpicable way that they looked nor after, nor regard- 
ed. And yet they granted the ſame freely and gratz to aliens 
and ſtranges of other nations, Popiſhin religion, and enemies 
to the honovrablc ation of Commerce. And what was this 
then but totaxethechi)drens bread, and to caſt it to Dogs, 
and to deny the poore decrepit Lazarws the crums that fell from 
their ſuperfluous 1 4bles, or with the envions Dog in the manger, 
neither to eat hay himſelt,nor ſuffer the hungry Ox to eat it? And 
{f this be jultice,charity, and gratitude of the India Court Com- 
mittees,which they boalt of, and would have all the world to be- 
leeve their abundant indulgence'to deſerving ſervants, let wiſc 

men judge : for Iam at a no7=p/xs, and muſt needs conclude with 

the ſentence of Scripture, The mercies of the wicked are cruell. 

Thus ſeeing my ſelte ſo unconſcionably handled, and di({- 
franchiſed of all freedom or comfort in that Company, of whom 
I had well deſerved even by their own approbation ; denying me 
alſo,though diſ-franchiſcd, to repay me 50. pound, paid almoſt 
thirty yeares before for that freedom, I was adviſed by my own 
thoughts and friends counſel! to petition to his Majeſty for a re- 
ference of my cauſe to indifferent men; which by his Majelty was 
moſt graciouſly granted me, reterring it to3- good men on my 
fide,and toas many on the Courts fide,to make conſcionable end 
to my content,or to make reportunto his Majeſty. The three good 
men for me were, the right worſhiptul Sir Henry Row, Knight, and 
the worfſhiptull George Clark, now Knight, and Rob. Grimes Et- 
quire. And the Court with much ado elefted in the end, the 


righre worſhiptull Sir Fob Haroy, Knight, and the worſhipfull Th:= + 
mar Keightly ,and Daniel Harper Eſquires, all bred Merchants on, - 


both ſides. The affronts and contempts to his Majelties com- 
mand;and to all the Referrees, were to large to recite : who ha- 
ving ſpent a whole yeare and more upon many ſummons, never 
met a tull Committee of their fide,above three times,and at thoſe 
:imes nothing doge but wrangling made by three Commuttees 
Once 
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out of Court, and three or four officers to oppoſe me alone before 
the Referrees, and that becauſe the Referrees would not account 
their orders of Court penned inlarge volumes, to be as authen- 
tick Records,or as As of Parliament. And ſonothing at all be- 
ing done,l intreated all the Referrees to make report to his Maje- 
fty, which they all ſeemed willing to perform, but condoling my 
infortunate and hard meaſure, lent me their good counſel!l, al- 
{edging it would not onely bea chargeable and irkſome bufines 
to metogoc in winter time to the King as farre as Scotlend,but al- 
ſo perhaps diſtaſtive to his Majeſty to be troubled in midtit of his 
important affairs with his Army, tn orneer the borders of Scoz- 
Lind,;& to commence ſuit in Law, were tofling away more money. 
For the Court being of more credit cither at the Councell Table, 
or in any judicions Court in England, would be more potent a- 
gainſt me, and that out of a generall ſtock, or parſe, then I 
ſhould be, thongh Thad the beſt of their eſtates. And withall 
told me, that the Court had made an offer to them to give me 
two hundred marks (a poore ſummein regard of my due debts 
and wrongs) So that I would give the whole Court, and eve- 
ry particular man, a generall releaſe , yet leaving me to take 
my courſe in law againit my revengefull India adverſaries, pro= 
vided that all the Referres ſhould ſet to their hands as witneſſes 
tothe releaſe. To the which in the end, by their perſwaſions, 
and my own extream neceſſitated caſe to preſerve my credit (yet 
neverjuſtly ſtained, and torelieve my ruined family, conſiſting of 
my ſelfe, wife, and five children,all young and unprovided for, I 
enforced, (as upon oathT am ready to averre) ycelded unto : 
which done,the Court yet again conſidered with themſelves,thar 
all things was not agrecable totheir ſecond thoughts,and there- 
fore contraryto their propopoſitions tothe Referrees,would have 
releaſes granted to my India adverſaries alſo,or elſe would pay me 
no money : which though I was reſolutely bent not to doe,yet ne- 
cefſity having nolaw, Iwas in the end compelled to perform, 
(being ſomewhat more perſwaded by the friendly information 
of Sir Henry Garraway, who though he confeſſed himſclfe to have 
oppoſed me formerly in Court, yet now he was my beſt friend 
there, promiſing to do me any future courtefies that lay in his 
power; 


(31) 
power ; and withall freely imparting unto me the Courts acen. 
ſing conſciences, that if I did proceed in law againſt my Ina 
adverſaries, that all the aſperſiqn of thole foule proceeds, would 
refle& upon the Court; and therefore they would make all ſure. 
The Courts Atturney then framed a Jarge authentick releaſe, 
and withall put in a Clauſe, that at rhe initance and requelt of 
the Referrees, the Court had yeelded to give me two hundred 
marks. Which releaſe being brought to Sir Henry Rowe, (in his 
preſence for me to ſet my hand and ſeale)) to be a witneſſe, he 
right nobly, as became his vertue and goodnefle, ſubſcribed 
thus,or to this ſence , Ido teſtifie as a witneſle to this releaſe, the 
ſcaling and delivery thereof : But that I had any hand to ſoli- 
cite the I:dia Court in Boothbyes bchalfe, Iutterly deny. This 
done, the other Referrecs denied toſubſcribe in any other ſenſe, 
which did ſoblurre the Governour and Court with ſhame, that 
they cauſed their Atturney to draw a new releaſe, leaving out 
forenamed clauſe ) and raking ſuch other hands as he could get 
beſides his own for witneſſe. All things now effc&ed to their bad 
deſires, Ithought all malice and revenge had bcen clean wiped 
out; and therefore renewed a former petition for readmittance 
into the Companies ſervice, or for paſlage in their ſhips into 
I:dia upon my own adventure, but could prevaile nothing tothe 
charitable relief of me and mine.And nor long after,that corrupt 
inſolvent Goyernour, Sir Aforrz Abbot, died ; for whole ſou], were 
it lawkfull and cffe&nall topray,I would yet lend my earneſt de» 
votions to God for mercy in his behalfe. And a little before his 
death it pleaſed God to grant a Parliament in England, and 
then it grieved me to heart to have given (o efteQual a releaſe;yer 
perſwaded by learned counſel;that the Parliament in a jaltcauſe 
would wave an inforced releaſc, I framed a petition by advice of 
the ſaid learned counſel, to the Partiament,which was preferred 
by a friend to Mr. Brown, Clerk to the Houſe of Peeres ; in whoſe 
hands, it not caſt aſide, ic yctlies, in regard of an Ordinance 
of Parliament to deferre private mens petitions for a while, to 
give way toimportant affairegof State, as reaſon required. And 
- And ſo all hope of releaſe that way,were all at a ſtand , I reſol- 
ved togoto Rvterdim in HoLnd, toendeavour to get a paſſage 
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in their Dutch ſhips into India: And to that purpoſe about X47e 
chaelma, 1640. I wrot totwo of my ancient loving friends, the 
Worſhipfull Filliam Cranmer, Deputy Governour tothe Merchane 
Adventurers of Eng/and, and toMr. hn Strange a worthy Ci- 
tizen of London, both reſident at Roterdam, to intreat their fur- 
theranceto aſſilt me in that voyage for convenient paſſage: and 
from both received right courteous reply for. their good afſi- 
ſtance,and convenient entertainment during mine abode there. 
But preſcntly after it pleaſed God to hinder that intent,by impo=« 
ling upon me a long and tedious diſeaſe,'a Flux, for three ful 
yearescompleat. And during that time (though I were not able 
to ftirre much abroad, yet) Ibethought my ſclte how to provoke 
the India Court tocommence ſuit in Law againit me, hoping by 
that courſetoobtain fauonr to defend my cauſe in Forma P aupe- 
ri (which I might rightly claim) and that was by publiſhing a 
Proteſt againit the Goyernour and whole Court, which having 
formerly ated in private to themſelves, for which they threat- 
ned me with ſevere puniſhment in the Court of Honour, but re- 
canted. Ideemed 7 1a making it publick, it would certainly ſtir 
them up ro that ſuit : So though unacquainted with the man- 
ner of ſuch proceeds, I rudely and ignorantly penned ſuch a 
Proteſt as my weak jud gement. did apprehend, which I cauſed 
tobe fixed upon the gate of the Eaſt Ind;zaHouſe, and upon Sir 
Morris Abbots gate, and upon four chiete Pillars on the Exchange. 
But they had not hung long, but were preſently ſnatcht off: and 
from that day to this, I never felt the ſmart of their ſecond more 
cruell og threats; ſothat no aCQ that Iconld do, would 
provoke them to lay open their own ſhamiefull proceeds, and my 
weak purſe living upon a ſmall rackt Countrey Farme, chiefly 
ſupported by indulgent friends, would not afford means to right 
my ſelfe: My ſickneffe thus continuing three years,it pleaſed God 
(contrary to all rules of Phyſick, and multitudes of medicines, 
tollowing my own appetite and fancy) toſtop my Flux, though 
it had brought me low and weak in body; yer tinding my ſelte 
able toccreep a little abroad, (though with much pain, with two 
ſhort ſtavestoleanupon, I took a Chamber in London for the ' 


Winter time, for ſundry reaſons and occaſions. And one day 
making 
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making ſhitt with many reſtings,to creep tothe Exchange, I mer 
there with my ancient ag ry and triend Mr. Wilian Mes 
tbold,lately returned from being Preſident in L14:z (a place affign- 
ed for me, if malice had not prevented) and at preſent Deputy 
Governour of the1:4i2 Corporation; who by being in India,was 
better acquainted with my wrongs, as his letters out of India, 
and his ſpeeches lince at home, condoling my wrongs ſuffered 
under thetyranny of a Prefident(a man of matchlefſe malice )do 
import, whoſe advice and counſel Iintreated, ſeeing the old 
Governor Sir Aforras Abbot was dead, and Sir Henry Garraway 
turned out of that place, and a new Governour Mr. William 
Cockbaine, and many new Committees choſen , whether he 
did ſuppoſe, that it I renewed my former petitions for paſſage 
into India, lſhould obtain my defire : His anſwer was, he dee- 
med my Petition would be granted; and that the voyage inco 
thoſe hot Countries would in great probability ſpeedily recover 
my limbs again; yet willed meto forbeareuntill he had felt and 
dived into the affe&tion of the Governour. And whilſt we were 
thus in diſcourle, Mr. Goyernour came to him, and called him a- 
way from me (upon ſome occation of bulinefle: ) So that con- 
ference breaking oft, I repaired within few dayes after, to his 
houſe, toknow theiflue 3 where he told me he had conference 
with the Governour concerning my purpoſe, and found him an 
indifferent man, and ſo willed me to proceed, promiſing his 
faichfull affittance. Accordingly lI framed a Peticion, and in re- 
gard of my weaknelle, fecd a Solicitor to exhibite the ſame, and 
tO attend the Courts reſponſe ; which finding dilatory, I ſecon- 
ded the ſame with a ſubmiſſiveEpilile, intreating reply to both; 
but though he attended about five moneths, every Court day, 
otherdayes in the interims; yet could never get anſwer to either. 
What tothink of the Governour Cockbaine T know not in regard 
of his former voting in Court, betore he was Governour (in 
my cauſe) rhat I had undergone both in I:dia and at home, 
fummum ju4 , which is ariddleto me(though at firſt I conceived 
it to be ſpoken in my favour ) becauſe though urged both in pri- 
vat and publick , he neyer PR interpret his meaning, and 
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L ſhould be glad for the good opinion that I ever had of hims 
tht his good interpretation would cleare him from reproofe ; 
of which I much doubt; for being taken in my favour or di{- 
favonr ſpoken, the ſequel] as I conceive and think, I fhall be 
ableto manitelt, that his ſentence was neer a kin to Pi/zts, or 
Bulaams; yet I will uſe B2laams prayer for him, Thathe may 
dic the death ofthe righteous, and his end belike his. And be- 
cauſe there hath been toure Governours of the Indiz Courts, 
iince thele my troubles , whereot two, ( Sir Morris Abiot, and 
Sir Henry Garraway) 'Thave manitelted in this fore-mentioned 
Treaty, thcir partiality, injultice, and corruption; and at 
preſent Mr. F'ill::m Cockhaines deep Machivill equivocation, to 
thite or wind himlelfe (Serpent-like) tocither fide which way ſo- 
ever forhisadyantage. I concetve it requilite to ſay ſomewhat 
touching Sir Chriſtopher C/etherow, ( almoſt forgotten ) who 
though both in thejudgement of the world, and in my own 
charitable opinion of him, eſteemed honelt and vertuous: And 
neyer that Icould learn (by the belt inquiry that I could make) 
that he ever opened his month in Court againlt me, during the 
timeof his Governours or Deputy Governours place for many 
ycares,yet tacitous in defence of the cauſe of innocency, is not 
to beexculſed : For he knew that Iwas privieto the paſſages be- 
tween him and his ſonne in India; whoſe ſonne at his depar- 
tare from 1ndia, left Commiſſion with me , to take up & open 
his fathers letters : whereby I could juſtly have charged him 
with ſach crimeas the other corrupt Governours unjuitly chars 
ged upon me; which peradventure was the cauſe he never op= 
_ poſed me: yet to doe me juſtice ( that pleaſed him not, borh 
becauſe he would not crofle the former Governors aftions, nor 
loſe (by their means) the Courts favours, ſo commodious 
unto him both by allowance of two hundred pounds per annum, 
rent for part of his houſe to keep Courts in, and allo five hun- 
dred ponnds per annumfallary , for his pains in place of Gover- 
nour; to attend foure, five, or {ix houres in a week, npon thoſe at- 
fairs, (a faire and large recompence for a triviall pains or ſervice. 


Sothat in this caſe I may well compare himto Felix, the Gover- 
| nour 
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nour of Judea, who being to leave his government to Portius Fox 
ſs, and having Paw! a priſoner, committed by the Teres, and 
knowing in his conſcience no caule in Pax! worthy of death, or of 
bonds, yet tocurry favour, and ro pleaſe the jewes , left Paul 
bound a priſoner z and whether tor this lin or others , it pleaſed 
God tocait jndgements upon him by the diſmall untimely deaths 
of his two eldeit(oiis, I leave it to the opinion of others lefſe 
partiall, deliring not co be accounted uncharitably cenſorious. 


Thus wich more perplexity then I conceived, or intended, I 


have according to my weak capacity , ſet down truly, and as 


briefe as I could, th: ſumme ot thoſe paſſages which T intended to 


haveinlarged into every particular, to which end I began the 


ſame thelalt Spring, as my weak body would permit me abiliry, 
(bur finding the ſame intermixed with ſeverall accidents in my 
voyage toand from T:diz, with deſription of many Countries, 
wherein we had aboad, Itound it would ariſe to too great a vo- 
lume for my weak-parle to publiſh in print, and perhaps not 
acceptable though beſtowed grat/s, eſpecially it thereto added 
the particular Articles againit me, and my Reſponſe thereunto; 
the iundry Proteſts made in India, at St. Helens, and in England, 
for the unjuſt proceeds againit me, with Mr. Raſte/s Warrant for 
my releaſe of impriſonnent, &c. And the I:4;2 Courts malig- 
nant cenſure, ſeven moneths in compoling,to fit the ſame todanb 
over their ſeared acculing confciences. The defence for privat 
trade for all the Companies ſervants, with the Courts indire& 
jugling in the covenant and accord with their ſervants, which 
they are forced to ccnfclle they multi of neceſlity connive at , or 
elſe ſhall have no ſervants to agitate their affaires: And yet ho- 
nelt men, that either want means to bribe, or triends to ttand by 
them, ſhall not eſcape their ſeverity. The great danger and mor> 
tality of his Majcltics ſubje&s in thoſe adventurous imploy- 
ments, (the good deſerving , great indulgence andreſpe&) the 
Variety of Preiidents and Councels,, &c. theii, juglings and de- 
fraudments. The exceſſive Javiſh cxpence. in houfe-keeping at 
Surrat, and aboord their ſhipping. The advice givento NG 
the abuſes of lewd and tyrannical Governours, Increaſe of their 
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furtherance of the Hoſpitall at B/ack-wall, with the torwardneſſe 
of my loyall ſerviceable endeavours, (according to command) 
which had it not been rejefted , but teconded, would =re this 
dey, have brought in money to have purchaſed many hundred 

ounds, it not thonſands per a"um, to that charitable work, 
And laſtly, exprefled (which perhaps not unfit to be taken notice 
thereof )of Gods judgements upon all thoſe in Þ:4i2 not one ex- 
emprted, that yoted (though tor feare by their own confeſſions) 
againſt me. And allo the judgements of God, orditgraces to 
rhem or their poſterity, of all in their Indiz Courts known to 
have voted or banded themſelves againſt me (one only excepted, 
and yet living , which torreaſons of State I omit to nominate ) 
with the credit and bleflings ot God on thoſe ( but three in the 
number of thirteen or fourteen) which did their endeavoars, 
as much as'in them lay, or they durlti ( for feare of a Ty- 
rants miſchiefe to themielves) tocleare me from crime or aſper- 
fion, all which now after fitteen yeares, are yet living, and in re- 
putation. And hearing the report of tome ſhips of Mr. Carteens, 
that were then laden with paſlengers for a plantation at ads 
gaſcar, and that Mr. Falter Hamond (my acquaintance, an honeſt 
intelligent man) had wricten a book for encouragement to that 
weighty defigne (though Thad nor ſeen that book) Ialt:red my 
defigne, and took upon meto write my opinion thercof,(affefting 
rather a common good, then my own privat and particular) 
which if not authorized tothe Preſſe, I tuppole will be in good 
time, which I defire and hope, will find good acceptance, though 
we: kly yet truly performed. 

'Now a word'or two touching my infortunity by the Gover- 
nors of two Cockhaines inſeverall Companies: By the government 
of Sir Wilizm over the new Merchant Adventurers, I received the 
originall of my downfall by his evill proje&, which chough laſt- 


ing 
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ing not full two yeares, brought ſome hundred thouſand pounds 
dammage to this Common-wealth, as may calily be manifeſted, 
and by the hinderance of good under the government of Mr. 
William Cockþaine in the Eaſt IndiaCompany, I received my finall 
ruine and downfall : ſo that theirnames and governments have 
been fatall, ominous and diſaſtrous to me and all mine. Thar 
Mr. Cockhaine hath been a hinderance of good to this Commons 
wealth, I will onely initance in my own caſe; Had he been a wel- 
willer to Juſtice or Charity , my crue intended loyall ſervice 
might have done ere this day, much good to this Kingdome,and- 
the Honorable Corporation, as their own acknowledgements of 
India Court, and gratification of good ſervice manifeſted; yea, as 
ſome of the molt Judicions amongit them have acknowledged, 
that Idid the Company better ſervice in one halfe yeare being in 
India free from fetters and impriſonment , then all their ſers+ 
vants did before in thirty yeares ſpace. And that my zealous in- 
tent was now, and upon my latt and other Petitions, to do good, 
thus I manifelt it. I intended, though weak in body, and aged 
threeſcore yeares, to hazard my lite for my King and Countries 
good, and to have taken with me two fonnes, one of two and 
twenty years of age, (fit for imployment by my inltru&ions) 
and the other of twelve years of age, capable to be bronght up in 

language, and other endowments hi for a'Merchant (or perhaps 

a Stateſm in in iovine mean degree, or an Intelligencer,or an Inter- 

preter of Perſiz, v2, and other Languages by long continuance 

intended,) Iretolved alſotoenter into a Trade that the Compa- 
ny reje&eth, and regarderh not, and to diicover more then yet 

by any one man hath been done, or like to bein long time, I 

would not have tranſported any gold or filverzas they as ill com- 

monwealths men do, Iwould not have kept any thing privat to 
my ſelfe, that IſhouJd have diicovered beneficiall to a generall 
good, but have revealed itto the Honorable Company whereof 

was a member, though I received no accommodation of good, 
but evill by them. And I intended to be a true affiitant to my 
power (and credit, which I hope thould not have been inferior to 


any,asit was not at my former being there) for the good of the 
Plan» 
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Plantation at Madagaſcaryif it went on, todo them 'all diligent 
and faichfull ſervice ; and as God blefſed me with means, by im- 
ploying the greateſt part in that worthy right honorable ation, 
ſomething to the gratification of triends for courtelies received, 
ſome comtort to the preterment of a wite and three daughters 
Jefr at home 3 and ſome to the comfort of Gods poor elett in my 
own Countrey. It Mr. W:l;m Cackbaines retuſall to give reiponle 
to my Petition,was not hinderer of theſe good delignes, indiffe- 
rent men may cenſure. Then ſure, as a learned Divine of our 
times, Mr.Carrilc,hath put it out in Print,by order of Parliament, 
That the Projectors ot evijl, and hinderers of good , are both 
conformable tothe Devill, then is he in danger of ſuch cenſure. 
And the Heathen by the light of natme could ſay, that Agentes &- 
conſentientes pari pena puniendi,and ſo deſerves ſutable puniſhment. 
And in my weake judgement it were not amiſle, it ſuch good 
Law were inaCted in this Kingdome, as by report fat Mr. Sym- 
monds, Merchant, being called to Conncell Table, toknow his 
opinion among others, touching Sir liam Cockbaines projet, 
madereply (not ſpending hisJudgement) that the Law of the 
Lacedemonians was good , That every ProjeQor otnew bufineſle 
in a Common-wealth, ought to preſent his proje& with a halter 
about his neck, that if his proje& proved ill to the Common- 
wealth , he ſhould ſuffer a due deſert. | 
And "thus I abruptly end this Remonſtrance or Declaration of 
the intollerable wrong done to me & mine, and perhaps in us, to - 
the prejudiceof this Common-wealth; which my malignant ad- 
ver{aries,or partial time-ſcrving injuſt 1-4;a Court-Committees, 
are and will be aſhamed to verific in any judicious Court of Ju- 
itice againſt me; but being put to triall, or examination, will 
either plead their ignorance, or deny they ever voted againtt me. 
But ſuch men ought co know, that he that ſitteth an aſſiſtant in 
Court of Juſtice, and for by reſpeQts pleadeth not in the defence 
of the innecent, ſuppoling himſelte cleare of aſperfion from God 
and Man, if he fit til], and ſay nothing either in defence or of- 
fence tothe innocent, let ſuch men, I ſay, know (that if aur mo» 


- dern Divines preach not falſe DoGrine) that they, or he, what- 


ſoever, 


(39) , 


ſocyer,” (by his taciteneſle, is as guilty as the unjuſt Judge that 
pronounceth wicked Sentence againit him. Concerning which 
(Ihumbly deſire yertuous, prudent, judicious men, to confider - 
the matters,and to give their righteous judgement. 
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Right Honorable, 
I Have diſcourft to your juſt hearing eares, 
My wofull plight, and dolefull Trazedy, 
With mournfull Accents, Accents cauſing tears, 
Sad teares attending matchleſſe miſery. 


Your pitties eares therefore ( juſt Lords) affoord 
To theſe moſt penſive and moſt juſt Complaints : « 
Let mercies eyes with pitties eares accord, 
To cheare the ſpirit that with grieving faints : 
In hope whereof my ſoule ſpallreſt in peace, 
Till yon vouchſafe to ſend her full releaſe. 


A 


Ps Al.86. 14,15,16,17. 

| O God,the proud are riſen up againſt me,and the congregations of naughty 

| menzhave ſought after my ſou!yand have not ſet thee bef.re their eyes. 

| But thou (O Lord G54) art full of compaſſion and mercy, long fuffering,and 
plenteaws in goodneſſe and truth. 

O turn thee unto mezand have mercy upon me : give thy ſtrength unto thy 
ſeruant,and help the ſon of thy handmaid. ; 

Shew ſome good token upon me for good; that they which hate me may ſee it, 6:4 
and be aſhamed,becauſe thou;Lord,haſt holpen me,and comforted me. Koo 


FINIS. 


